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conclusions as Booth, that 30% of people in York lived in poverty. He also determined that
if they earned less than 21s per week, they were living below the ‘Poverty Line’. In this
instance, he determined that people would not be able to lift themselves out of poverty
without government help.

AN EVALUATION OF THE REASONS WHY
THE LIBERALS INTRODUCED SOCIAL
WELFARE REFORMS, 1906–1914
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Traditionally, the British Government had a laissez faire attitude towards poverty – they
believed that the government should not be involved in trying to help those in poverty
or suffering hardship. Involvement would cost money, hence a rise in taxes. There was a
common-held belief that poverty was caused by laziness, and that self-help (individuals
being responsible for their own welfare) should be promoted.
The only relief available, for those who were struggling, was through the 1834 Poor Law, which
provided government help through locally run Boards of Guardians. Two types of help were
available: Indoor Relief (the workhouse) and Outdoor Relief (food & money given to those at
home). Although charities existed, they were not proportionally spread throughout Britain.
The Liberal Government came to power in 1906 and introduced widespread social reforms
in an attempt to improve the lives of the sick, the unemployed, the elderly and the young,
and have been credited with establishing the beginnings of the Welfare State.

FACTOR 1 – NEW LIBERALISM
Winston Churchill as an
MP in 1904

By the turn of the century, the Liberal party had experienced an ideological split. Many
Liberals still held the laissez faire attitude. However, New Liberals believed that it was
acceptable and morally right that the government become more involved in the lives of
ordinary citizens, in order to reduce poverty and suffering. They used the research of
philanthropists, such as Mayhew, Booth, and Rowntree, to prove that the government needed
to intervene in order to help the poorest in society, otherwise they would remain in poverty.
The Prime Minister Campbell-Bannerman (an ‘old Liberal’) was replaced in 1908,
by Asquith. Prime Minister Asquith gave Cabinet positions to Winston Churchill and
David Lloyd George, who were much more supportive of New Liberal ideals. As a result
of these appointments, the pace of social reform in Britain accelerated greatly.

ANALYSIS:
Changing ideology within the Liberal Party meant that reform was supported within
parliament. This was key as without government support, no reforms could be passed,
no matter how much pressure there was from the public.
David Lloyd George

FACTOR 2 – CONCERN OVER POVERTY
At the end of the nineteenth century, a number of
investigations were carried out by philanthropists and
wealthy businessmen, responding to rumours that poverty
was widespread, especially in the large towns and cities,
and was a national problem.
Charles Booth produced a report entitled Life and Labour
of the People in London after extensive research between
1886–1903. He concluded that 30% of people in London

lived in poverty. His findings seemed to prove that poverty
led to illness and death and that the poor were not to
blame for the condition they found themselves in.
Responding to accusations that poverty of the levels
reported by Booth only occurred in large cities,
Seebohm Rowntree carried out an investigation in York.
He produced a report entitled Poverty, A Study of Town Life
after research between 1899–1901. He came to the same

contd

10
BRP_CfEHigherHistory_Sample.indd 10-11

SAMPLE PAGES – CFE HIGHER HISTORY

THE CONTEXT FOR THE LIBERAL WELFARE REFORMS

The realisation that poverty was more widespread than previously thought, as well as
challenges to the theory that poverty was caused by individual failings, put pressure on the
government to act. Statistical evidence also provided reform-friendly politicians with the
proof they needed to punch changes through parliament.

FACTOR 3 – FEARS CONCERNING NATIONAL SECURITY
The Second Boer War (1899–1902) had highlighted significant health deficiencies
amongst the adult males of Britain. After a recruitment drive and a flurry of volunteers, it
was discovered through entrance medical exams that a high number of army applicants
(some estimates as high as 50%) were unfit for military service. Hence, there was growing
concern that the British Army was not powerful enough to defend the country in the
event of war with one of the Great Powers.

Charles Booth

This concern was echoed in the Royal Commission of 1906, which showed British children
to be unhealthier and less developed than children from elsewhere. Both this, and the
report from the Committee on Physical Deterioration in 1907, highlighted the need for
the government to introduce medical inspections and school meals.

ANALYSIS:
Consequently, social reforms were introduced because of concerns over the safety of
Britain. Fears that the country did not have enough healthy males to defend it forced the
government to introduce reforms focused on improving health.

DON’T FORGET
Although concern over
poverty is an obvious
reason for the passing
of the Liberal Reforms,
you should also carefully
consider why politicians
were concerned about
poverty. For politicians to
take note of the levels of
poverty at this time there
must have been other
issues afoot, as they had
ignored it in the past.

FACTOR 4 – FEARS CONCERNING NATIONAL EFFICIENCY
For centuries, Britain had been regarded as the leading
producer of the world. However, by the early twentieth
century it was commonly accepted that British citizens were
suffering a physical decline, with many children showing
signs of malnourishment and stunted growth. The Liberal
Party was meant to represent the interests of British
businessmen who needed a strong, healthy workforce, able
to work effectively and efficiently, in order to win contracts.
Worse, Britain was facing steep industrial competition from
other European countries such as Germany. Both David
Lloyd George and Winston Churchill had been impressed by
Germany’s rise to prominence in terms of economic power
and military might. They equated this success to the welfare
reforms made by Bismarck in the 1880s, which included
health insurance, protection for children from economic
exploitation, old age pensions and worker insurance.

ANALYSIS:
Thus, the Liberals introduced social reforms in order
to try and secure business for Britain and ensure its
continued excellence in manufacturing. Furthermore,
it was important for politicians not to seem backward –
if Germany could afford to introduce social reform, why
could this not happen in Britain?
Example Question:

The social surveys of Booth and Rowntree
were instrumental to the Liberal Welfare
Reforms of 1906–14 being passed.
How valid is this view?

THINGS TO DO AND THINK ABOUT
Choose a factor that you think is the most important and explain why to a partner. Write down
reasons why the factor you have chosen is more convincing than each of the other factors.

[20]
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THE COLD WAR, 1945–89

The Cold War, 1945–89: An evaluation of the reasons why the USA lost the war in Vietnam – Part 2: opposition to the war

THE COLD WAR, 1945–89
FACTOR 4 – WEAKNESSES OF SOUTH VIETNAM

AN EVALUATION OF THE REASONS WHY THE
USA LOST THE WAR IN VIETNAM – PART 2:
OPPOSITION TO THE WAR

Learn more about the
role of the media in
the opposition to the
Vietnam War at
www.brightredbooks.net

Role of the media
The Vietnam War was the first major war to be televised. American families sitting around
the breakfast table would be subjected to graphic news reports. Pictures of children covered
in napalm; of American soldiers burning Vietnamese houses; of a South Vietnamese police
chief shooting a Vietcong captive; of monks carrying out self-immolations; shocked the
American public. These horrific images made it difficult for America to take the moral high
ground and present themselves as the saviours of the Vietnamese people. Highlighting the
power of the media, President Johnson told the CBS president “your boys just shat on the
American flag,” after the news channel ran a story about Marines burning villages.

Significant events

Buddhist monk Thích Quảng
Đức’s self-immolation during
the Vietnam War

Opposition to the war had increased after 1965. The Tet Offensive had convinced
many Americans that a military victory was unattainable. In October 1969, there was
a 250,000-strong protest in Washington. Further opposition resulted as Americans
became aware of events at My Lai in 1968. US soldiers on a Search and Destroy mission
had entered the hamlet and killed between 300 and 500 civilians. In 1970, a peaceful
demonstration opposing the US invasion of Cambodia was held at Kent State University,
where four students were shot by the National Guard. Significantly, Americans were now
dying at home, as well as in Vietnam.

Protest groups
There were protests from environmental groups over the use of defoliants during
Operations Trail Dust and Ranch Hand. Torture carried out under Operation Phoenix
brought criticism from many human rights activists.
The Vietnam Veterans Against the War movement protested against the treatment of injured
soldiers once they returned to the USA and claimed the war was not worth the sacrifice.

My Lai massacre

The Draft Resistance Movement was established to fight conscription and encouraged
men to burn their draft papers. Over 250,000 men ‘dodged’ the draft, including
Muhammad Ali, who toured the country making speeches in opposition to the war. He
questioned “Why should they ask me to put on a uniform and go ten thousand miles from
home and drop bombs and bullets on brown people in Vietnam, while so-called Negro
people in Louisville are … denied simple human rights?”
The Civil Rights Movement highlighted the proportionately high number of working class
black Americans who were drafted. As unprompted soldiers, they were often given the
most dangerous duties.
Students believed that the older generation and the government were out of touch
with the main issues affecting Americans. The pacifist hippy movement had its roots in
opposition to the Vietnam War and was heavily critical of the US Government.

US military plane spraying
Agent Orange
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ANALYSIS:
Consequently, as the war continued, so opposition grew from all sections of society. As a
democracy, it was difficult for the US government to ignore growing public disdain towards
the brutality, rising casualty figures and questionable morality of fighting in the war.
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ONLINE

FACTOR 3 – GROWING PUBLIC OPPOSITION IN THE USA
TO THE WAR

Many civilians in the South opposed their own government, which refused to carry
out land reform. The civilians would then be forced to work the land with little
hope of surplus or profit. This appeared to civilians as the opposite of policy in the
North. Religious tension grew as Diem and his government of Catholic landowners
persecuted the Buddhist population. This led to self-immolations, such as that of
Quang Duc in 1963.

ANALYSIS:
Such oppression turned many towards Ho Chi Minh, reducing support for the South and
hence the US army. The fact that the civilian population in both the North and the South
seemed to favour communism meant that it was hypocritical of the USA, as champions of
democracy, to support the government of South Vietnam.

A demonstrator presenting a
flower to military police on guard
at the Pentagon during an antiVietnam demonstration, 1967

FACTOR 5 – POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS AND
INTERNATIONAL ISOLATION OF THE USA
During President Johnson’s administration, the war cost approximately $20million per
year. This meant that his vast social reform programme – the Great Society – was never
realised. Programmes to improve employment levels and working conditions, as well
as education and medical provisions, were never fully implemented as a result of the
economic burden of the war.
USA allies gave little support to America. SEATO had been set up to provide the same
support to South-East Asian countries that NATO did for Western countries. However,
it provided only a small percentage of troops to fight – less than a fifth of what was
provided by America. Traditional USA allies such as Britain and France were critical in
international forums, of both US involvement in Vietnam and of the tactics used.

ANALYSIS:
International condemnation of the war from the late 1960s left the USA isolated
politically. Successive presidents were forced to compromise between keeping the war
going and addressing the economic and social pressures from home.
Example:
Take a look at the following example question and write an answer.

To what extent was changing public opinion in the USA the main reason
why America lost the Vietnam War?
[20]

President Johnson’s
inaugural address

DON’T FORGET
As a democratic country,
the USA needed to respect
the will of the people.
Unpopular policies lead to
a lack of confidence in, and
support for, successive
governments. This was
especially true of the
situation in Vietnam, as the
USA was trying to prevent
the spread of communism
in Indochina, which they
claimed was oppressive
and undemocratic. It would
have been hypocritical not
to listen to the will of their
own people.

THINGS TO DO AND THINK ABOUT
1 Discuss the importance of each factor for the war being lost. Create a table to show
why each factor is important.
2 Decide what you think is the most important factor for the war being lost. Write down
reasons why the factor you have chosen is more convincing than each of the other
factors. Could some factors lead to the development of other factors? Were some
factors more untenable for the US Government than others?
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To evaluate further, these factors could be grouped together under the headings of
‘Military Challenges’ and ‘Opposition from Interested Parties’.
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