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Introduction - Course overview

COURSE OVERVIEW
Although the modern world may be less religious today, religions and their cultures have
shaped our world. On a daily basis we grapple with choices between right and wrong, and
humanity faces major moral issues. Everyone uses philosophy in its various forms as part of
their thinking, to help them make sense of the world, and to give them some ideas about how
we fit into the Universe.

THE BENEFITS OF NATIONAL 5 RMPS
National 5 RMPS is a course that enables you to develop an in-depth understanding
of many of the most important and interesting issues related to religion, morality and
philosophy.
This course will provide you with a range of skills. These include carrying out effective
research, understanding and analysing subjects from a range of perspectives, and
presenting your knowledge, understanding, analysis and criticism of the topics in
the course.

THE COURSE ASSESSMENT
The course assessment will determine your grade for National 5 RMPS. This course can
be passed from grade A to grade D.

THE EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT: COMPONENT 1 QUESTION PAPER
The question paper is worth 80 marks (80% of the total). You have two hours and 20
minutes to complete the question paper. The question paper has three sections and each
section has a number of parts. Each part has a minimum of 25 marks available. There
are four to six questions in each part, and each of those questions is worth 3-8 marks.
The question paper measures the breadth and application of your learning, and
challenge you to show how much you understand the course.

Challenge
You will be expected to show an understanding of what you are being asked
about. Answers to questions of knowledge and understanding should give detailed
explanations and descriptions.
Skills questions involve:
• Analysis, in which you break down an idea and explain how it works or show how it is
connected to other ideas.
• Evaluation, in which you comment on a belief, practice or viewpoint, and support it
with evidence.

Knowledge, understanding and skills
World religions
You may be asked to do the following, at a straightforward level, in relation to the
religion you have studied:

• Describe, explain and aoalyse aspects of the religion and their relationship.
• Present reasoned views on religion aod evaluate the importance, relevance and impact
of aspects of the religion.
Morality and belief
You may be asked to do the following, at a straightforward level, in relation to the moral
issue you have studied:
• Describe, explain and aoalyse aspects of the issue.
• Describe, explain and aoalyse religious and non-religious responses to the issue.
• Present reasoned views on aod evaluate the issues, and religious aod non-religious
responses to them.
Religious and philosophical questions
You may be asked to do the following, at a straightforward level, in relation to the
religious and philosophical question you have studied:
• Describe, explain and aoalyse aspects of the religious and philosophical question.
• Describe, explain and aoalyse religious and non-religious responses to the question.
• Present reasoned views on and evaluate the question, and religious and non-religious
responses to it.
(Refer to https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/RMPSCourseSpecN5.pdf for further details.)

THE EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT: COMPONENT 2 - ASSIGNMENT
The assignment is worth 20 marks (20% of the total).
Unlike the question paper, the assignment has marks available for skills other than
knowledge and understanding.
You will have one hour to complete the assignment.

HOW WILL THIS GUIDE HELP YOU MEET THE CHALLENGES?
This guide is designed to give you the best possible chance to succeed in National 5
RMPS. One of the key parts of this book are the toolkits. These may be unfamiliar to
you and may not have been used in class, but this doesn't mean that your teacher has
not taught the course properly. Sometimes you will be given special tools to do a better
job of the project you are working on. This is what the toolkits are all about. They will
help you do even better.

Preparation
It is important to realise that reading books in the week before the final exam will not
be enough to pass the exam. You need to work steadily throughout the year. Spending
time on the internet looking at websites and watching videos covering the topics you
are studying will help you understand those topics. Spend time practising answering the
questions raised in the toolkits.

An important note about this book
There are 15 options across all of the units in RMPS and they are not all in this book,
although the toolkits can be applied to any topic in the course. The two most popular
options from each unit are covered in this book. The three units can be approached
from a variety of directions so do not worry if you have not covered all the information
in this book. Throughout the book it is assumed that you have a set of class notes
to refer to.
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