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THE ROLE OF A CREATOR –
WAS EVERYTHING CREATED?
WHAT IS EVERYTHING?
VIDEO LINK
Head to the Digital Zone
to see a clip explaining the
sheer size of the universe.

DON’T FORGET
When we consider how huge
and complex the universe
and living things are, it
means that our philosophical
question ‘was everything
created?’ becomes a rather
complex one. Sometimes
the best tactic to use in
approaching a question like
this is not to search for the
answer to the question,
but to ask yourself more
questions that will give you
a deeper understanding of
the issue at large.

DON’T FORGET
Whilst we can make a
case that there are two
main approaches to
answering the question
‘was everything created?’,
we must remember that
there is a great spectrum
of opinion between the two
main approaches of science
and religion. Some scientists
might lean more towards a
religious understanding of a
creator than other scientists
and many religious people
are in fact scientists and
believe that science and
religion can go hand in hand.
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Our universe is enormous. If it was possible and we were to try and travel to the nearest
star to our sun with EasyJet, it would take us well over 1 million years. If we were to travel
at the speed of light (this is 300,000 Km per second and about 10 million times faster
than you will ever move between your period 1 and period 2 class on a Monday morning)
across our galaxy, the milky way – it would take you around 100,000 years to make the
journey. Then you grasp the thought that our galaxy is one of only billions of galaxies
in our universe and each of those galaxies are constantly moving away from each
other… so, our universe is enormous and interestingly it is even more enormous now
than when you read that at the beginning of this paragraph.
When we begin to look at our universe in a little more detail it doesn’t take long to realise
that not only is our universe enormous but it is also tremendously complex. A great
example of the complexity within our universe are the living things within it, which
includes human life like you and me. We may be only a tiny speck on our planet, which is
only a tiny, tiny speck within our universe, but we are a very complex speck.
So there we have it, the two areas of study for this particular unit of work, the two things
that were either created or are simply brute scientific facts, the ‘everything’ in our
philosophical question ‘was everything created?’ is

•
•

the universe and
all living things within it.

WHAT ARE THE TWO SIDES TO OUR PHILOSOPHICAL
QUESTION?
When we study the origins of the universe and life there is one question that takes centre
stage. Is our universe simply a brute scientific fact with living things being the product
of blind evolutionary changes, or has there been a creator at work, pulling the strings to
bringing the universe and all life into existence?
Some scientists will explain that our universe exists as it does, as this is the way it happens
to be. If our universe was any different we wouldn’t be around to ask these mind-boggling
questions. Our universe and human life have not been created. We have hit the jackpot
and won the cosmic lottery and this universe and all life including we humans exist simply
because of nothing more than chance and probability multiplied by a lot of time.
Many people however don’t buy this scientific explanation. Some envision a creative
force within the universe that must have started the ball rolling, a little like the finger
that topples over the first domino and watches on as the rest of the dominoes fall. A
fancy way of saying this is that our universe and human life are an emanation of the
divine, some religious people believe the creator started the process but the natural
laws within the universe have taken over and are now in charge. There are many other
religious people who have faith in a creator who not only designed the universe and
human life but sustains it and keeps it all ticking over.
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THE NATURE OF THE CREATOR
It would make for a very large book if we were to investigate what every world religion
believed about their God or Gods so we will explore the characteristics of the creator from
a Christian perspective. You might notice that some of the characteristics of the Christian
God crossover into some other world religions, such as Islam and Judaism and remember
that the SQA allow you to approach this question from many religious perspectives.

So, what kind of characteristics would this creator God have?
Eternal – this means the creator has no beginning and has no end, God has always
existed and will always exist. Time and space began with the origin of our universe and
if God existed outside this universe, then God existed before time and space began.
Omniscient – Christians believe God is all knowing. To create a universe as huge as
the one that we are part of and to bring about the complexities of all living things, this
supernatural being must know all that there is to know.
Omnipotent – This means that God is all powerful. To create a universe as vast as ours
as well as create all living things, God must have the power to make it happen.
Benevolent – The word benevolent comes from two Latin words, bene meaning ‘good’
and velle meaning ‘to wish’, therefore a Christian will believe that their God is disposed
to doing good. This attribute of God is key when trying to make sense of how a religious
person might understand the purpose of human life. Many Christians believe that part of
God's goodness towards humans was the way in which God lovingly created them as the
pinnacle of his creation with the purpose of governing the earth and everything else that
was created before man and woman.
Supernatural – Christians believe that for God to have created the universe and all
that it contains he must have existed outside the universe. The term we use to describe
something that exists outside the natural universe is supernatural. Another similar
word, often used to describe how God goes beyond the limits of what we as humans can
experience is the word transcendent.

THINGS TO DO AND THINK ABOUT
Acronyms (taking the first letter from a list of words, to make another word) are a great
way to remember information. One you could use for remembering the characteristics
of God is ‘a woodwind instrument, but more than one’. Can you work it out? Check online
to see if you got it. Remember when you can recall the attributes, you then need to be
able to explain how each characteristic would point towards a creator God. Have a go at
recalling each of the characteristics using your own acronym and then explaining what
each characteristic tells you about a creator God.

FACT
Many of these
characteristics of a divine
creator were discussed
long before some of the
major world religions began,
having been debated by the
classical Greek philosophers
Plato and Aristotle, years
before the birth of Jesus or
the Prophet Muhammad.

ONLINE TEST
Test your knowledge
of this topic at
www.brightredbooks.net
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ORIGINS OF THE UNIVERSE
RELIGIOUS BELIEFS ON THE ORIGINS OF THE UNIVERSE –
THE CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE
ONLINE
To develop your
understanding on divine
revelation and how a
Christian would express
how God communicates with
them, follow the links at
www.brightredbooks.net

DON’T FORGET
There are many translations
of the bible available today.
The NIV (New International
Version) or NRSV (New
Revised Standard Version)
are good places to start
when looking at the scriptural
accounts in Genesis.

VIDEO LINK
Learn more about Genesis
by watching the video on
the Digital Zone.

Christians believe that God is ultimately responsible for the origins of the universe.
Through the process of revelation God has revealed key information that allows a
Christian an insight into the origins of our universe. Revelation can take many forms,
it can be ‘general’, which is available to everybody, or ‘special’ and directed to specific
individuals or groups. Within the ‘special’ revelation category we find the Bible, it is
in the special category because Christians believe it contains the actual word of God.
The biblical or scriptural account found in the book of Genesis gives us the greatest
insight into what a Christian believes about the origins of the universe.

General revelation includes

Special revelation includes

•
•

•
•
•

The natural world
Your conscience

The bible
Dreams/visions
Prophecy

THE BIBLICAL ACCOUNT – GENESIS
The biblical accounts that reveal the origins of the universe are found in the first two
chapters of the bible, Genesis 1 and 2. Genesis Chapter 1 goes into much more detail
and gives a blow by blow account of how the universe came to be, Genesis 2 touches
on the origins of the universe but is much more detailed regarding the origins of life,
particularly human life. The origin of the universe is outlined in the first four of the six
days or stages of creation (all six days are explained below, it helps give the bigger picture
of what was going on, day five and six will also be extremely important when you come to
look at the origins of life).

The six days of creation
Day 1 – God creates light and separates the light from the dark, God calls the light day
and the darkness night.
Day 2 – God separates the waters above from the waters below by creating the sky.
Day 3 – God creates dry ground by gathering the water of the seas to one place, God
called this dry ground land and ordered this land to produce vegetation; seed bearing
plants and fruit bearing trees.
Day 4 – God makes two great lights, the greater light to govern the day and the lesser
light to govern the night and, at this point, God also makes the stars.
Day 5 – God populates the seas by creating the sea creatures and then fills the skies with
every winged bird according to its kind and gives the command for them to multiply.
Day 6 – On the final day, God creates living creatures: the wild animals, the livestock
and all the living creatures that move along the ground. God's final act of creation was
mankind, who were created in the image of God, the term we use to describe this is
imago Dei, which represents the symbolical relationship between God and humans.

ACTIVITY:
Have a look at the scriptural account relevant to the origins of the universe found in
Genesis chapter 2 verses 1–10.

•

What are the similarities with this account and the account given in Chapter 1?
Does this strengthen the Christian viewpoint?

contd
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•
•

When you compare the two passages are there any differences or contradictions?
Does this weaken the Christian viewpoint that God was ultimately responsible
for the origin of the universe?
To what extent do you believe Genesis 2 is an inferior account regarding the origins
of the universe?

DIFFERENCES IN CHRISTIAN OPINION
All Christians have one thing in common regarding their beliefs on the origins of the
universe, all Christians believe that God was ultimately responsible, however that’s not
to say that all Christians believe the same thing. Their beliefs on this issue are dramatically
different. The differences in belief come down to the question of how God did it. Beliefs
on how God created the universe cover such a wide spectrum because of how the bible
and scriptural accounts (like the one outlined on page 42) are understood and whether
scientific theories are accepted or rejected. At one end of the spectrum of Christian
beliefs, you have Christian literalists and at the other end you have Christian liberals.

•

Christian literalists, often called literal creationists or fundamentalists, take the
creation account in Genesis literally. This means they believe that scripture is ‘God
breathed’ and cannot be added to or taken away from. The creation narrative in
Genesis simply reads that God created the universe and all that it contains in six,
24-hour, days and rested on the seventh, there is no interpretation needed. Christian
literalists will reject scientific theories as they are not found in the bible, many will
argue that scientific theories have been wrong in the past and the big bang theory
is no different, the evidence has been misinterpreted or scientists are blind to other
possibilities that the evidence might point to. Many Christian literalists believe that
modern scientific theories exist to test their faith in God or may be being used by the
devil as a trick to diminish or destroy their Christian beliefs. Christian literalists believe
in a young earth, they believe that our planet is not billions of years old but less than
ten thousand years old.

•

Christian liberals adopt a symbolic or metaphorical interpretation of the Genesis
account. To a Christian liberal, these scriptural accounts are myths or stories that
have been handed down from generation to generation. The accounts show that
God is ultimately responsible for the creation of the universe, however, when taken
in context, they are interpreted with the understanding that the writers of these
accounts were recalling these stories long before the emergence of modern science.
Many liberal Christians would argue that these accounts are rich in meaning but not in
scientific fact, that God has given his followers an intellect that allows for knowledge
and understanding of the world around them to develop as time goes on. Most
liberal Christians therefore will accept scientific theories such as the big bang theory,
believing that our universe is as modern science would suggest, billions of years old
and the earth we find ourselves on is an ‘old earth’.

THINGS TO DO AND THINK ABOUT
1 a	Liberal Christian viewpoints are wide and varied. Most liberal Christians believe
in an ‘old earth’ but have different views on how the bible might reconcile itself
with modern day scientific discoveries regarding the age of the universe. Have
a search on the internet and look up the following viewpoints to develop your
understanding of this area.
• Gap theory or Gap creationism
• Progressive creationism
• Day-age theory

ONLINE TEST
Test your knowledge
of this topic at
www.brightredbooks.net

b Within these liberal viewpoints, which one does the best job at convincing you that
God could have been involved in the origins of the universe?
• What are the strengths within that viewpoint that makes it so convincing?
• What drawbacks do the others have that make them less convincing?
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