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Introduction – The National 4 English Course

INTRODUCTION
In this Study Guide, we will define these texts as follows:

THE NATIONAL 4 ENGLISH COURSE
The National 4 English Course will develop your skills in reading, listening, writing
and talking. These skills are vital – whatever your future holds. In this chapter we’re
going to look at the structure of the course, the skills it will help you to develop and
the texts you will read, watch and create in the process.

Type of text

Definition

Print text

A written (or printed) text which contains
words (and possibly images)

Digital text

An online version of a written (or printed)
text – for example, a text read or seen on
a smart phone or computer which contains
words (and possibly images)
A text using words and/or sounds and/or
images and/or film clips and/or interactive
features

Media text

COURSE STRUCTURE
The National 4 English Course contains four units. These units are:
(reading and listening)
• Creation and Production unit – this unit is about using language (writing and talking)
• Literacy Unit – this unit is about understanding and using language (reading,
listening, writing and talking)
• Added Value Unit – this unit is an assignment that includes all four skills –
reading, writing, talking and listening

Name of unit
Analysis and
Evaluation

Creation and
Production

Literacy

Added Value

Skills

Unit content

ONLINE
There is more information
about the National 4 English
Course and Units at
www.sqa.org.uk

participating
communicating
discussing
organising
studying
revising
researching
using IT

collaborating
thinking
contributing
summarising
reporting
responding
word-processing

Now share your ideas with a partner. Look at page 6 for
information about ‘learning together’ with partners or small
groups. What examples have you chosen? Be prepared to
share your ideas with the rest of the group/class.

ACTIVITY: Print, Digital or Media?
Look at the list of texts below. Decide whether you think
the text could be print, digital and/or media and put a
tick in the appropriate box. For example, a recipe could
be both a print text (a recipe book) and a digital text (a
cookery website). Discuss your list with your partner. Be
prepared to share your ideas with the rest of your group/
class.
Type of text

ONLINE

Examples of learning activities

This unit helps you to develop your listening and reading skills. -Listening to a podcast
-Reading a poem
You will learn how to understand, analyse and evaluate
-Listening to an advertisement
spoken and written texts.
-Reading a web page
-Writing a report
Using language
This unit helps you to develop your writing and talking skills.
-Giving an individual talk
You will learn how to create written texts and how to talk
-Writing a letter
individually and in a pair/group.
-Discussing in a group
Understanding and This unit helps you to develop your reading, listening, writing -Listening to a radio programme
-Reading a leaflet
using language
and talking skills.
-Writing an article
You will learn how to understand, analyse and evaluate
-Interviewing a partner
spoken and written texts.
You will learn how to create written texts and how to talk
individually and in a pair/group.
Understanding and This unit helps you to develop and apply your reading,
-Reading two poems and writing/
using language
listening, writing and talking skills.
talking about them

Of course, you will develop lots of other useful skills as
you work through National 4 English, such as:
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Look at the table above. Can you think of some more
examples for each type of text?

Understanding
language

SKILLS FOR LEARNING, LIFE AND WORK

-A novel – for example, The Book Thief by Markus Zusak
-A printed newspaper
-A postcard
-An online poem – for example, Out, Out by Robert Frost at
www.poemhunter.com
-A text message
-A Facebook page
-A film – for example, Up
-A TV advertisement
-A video game – for example, Professor Layton and the Curious Village
-A magazine – for example, TV Times

ACTIVITY: Which Text?

• Analysis and Evaluation unit – this unit is about understanding language

The table below gives you more information about these units. Reading, listening,
writing and talking are equally important in National 4 English.

Examples

ACTIVITY
Discuss with your partner which of the above skills
is most useful to you at the moment. For example, if
you have a paper round, communicating with your
customers might be the most important skill. Or if
you are involved in a local community group, then
collaboration will be important.

A WORD ABOUT TEXTS...
You will develop your language skills in N4 English ‘in
the contexts of literature, language and media’. This
means that you will read, watch and create lots of
different texts. These could be print, digital or media
texts, and they could be fiction or non-fiction texts.

Print

✓
Recipe
Travel writing
Textbook
Song lyrics
Instructions
Wiki
Timetable
Letter
Blog
Comic
Application form

Check out the website http://
www.timeincuk.com/about/
where you will find lots of
examples of magazines – for
example, Mountain Bike Rider.
Why not design your own
magazine cover based on one
of the examples on the web
page?

Digital

Media

✓

ONLINE
Why not keep a language diary? For a whole day, note down every time you use or
understand language. This means noting everything you read and write, starting
from the moment you wake up. You will be surprised at the amount of language
you come across and use every day! Look at Kirsty’s language diary below to help
you get started.
Time
7.20
7.30
7.32
7.45
7.48
7.50
7.55
8.00
8.05

Understanding language

Using language

Look at the ‘Readaxation
Diary’ at http://www.
nicolamorgan.com/
wp-content/uploads/2014/05/
MyReadaxationDiary.pdf.
Keeping a diary like this for
seven days is a fun way of
finding out if reading
reduces stress!

Read cereal packet
Read text from Haley
Wrote text to Haley
Read bus stop timetable
Read advertisement on side of bus
Read text from Haley
Wrote text to Haley
Read free newspaper...
Wrote text to mum...
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Key Skill – Reading – Analysing What You Read: Advertisements

KEY SKILL – READING

Adjectives

ANALYSING WHAT YOU READ:
ADVERTISEMENTS
The activities in this section will help you to develop your skills in analysing texts.
First, you will analyse an advertisement to understand the techniques that
advertisers use to grab the reader’s attention. Then you will create an advertisement
for one of Fraser’s SuperJam products.

ACTIVITY: Analysing An Advertisement 1

DON’T FORGET

First, have a look at this advertisement for a restaurant on the island of Arran. With a
partner, discuss the advertisement and answer the questions below:

•
•
•
•
•

Who is the advertisement aimed at? Give your reasons.
What are the key messages in the advertisement?
What overall impression do you get about the restaurant?
What do you like/dislike about the advertisement?
How successful is the advertisement in encouraging you to visit this restaurant?

Remember that analysing a
text means looking at how a
text has been written. Look
back at the introduction
to this chapter for more
information about analysing
texts.

Words and phrases used to Holiday
describe a product

Stunning scenery

Punctuation Using punctuation for effect Sports car

THE car company!

Repetition

Repeating words or phrases Chocolate
biscuit

Yum, yum

Rhetorical
question

Yoghurt
A question which makes
the reader think about his/
her response

Do you want to eat
more healthily?

‘rule of
three’

Using three words or ideas
or numbers

Shoes

Simple, supportive
and stylish

Using data

Using statistics, numbers
and/or scientific
information
A short catchy phrase

Headphones

1 million headsets
sold every week!

Toothpaste

Made for smiling

Strap line

The writer has used an adjective to…
help the reader to visualise the landscape
The writer has used capital letters and underlining to…
emphasise that this car company is the only one that
can provide what the reader needs
The writer has used repetition to…
emphasise the idea that the biscuit is very tasty
The writer has used a rhetorical question to…
make the reader think about whether he/she could
eat more healthily
The writer has used the ‘rule of three’ to…
emphasise the three most important facts about the
product
The writer has used statistics to…
emphasise how popular the product is
The writer has used a strap line to…
make the product memorable

LEARNING TOGETHER: Spot The Technique
Try this activity with your partner. Read the advertisement for ’Arran on a Plate’
again. Can you find the techniques below and explain why they have been used?
Technique

Examples from ‘Arran on a Plate’ advertisement

Alliteration
Adjectives
‘rule of three’

DON’T FORGET
Remember that an
advertisement always tries to
persuade you to buy a product
or influence your views/
opinions about something.

ACTIVITY: Analysing An Advertisement 2
The writer of this advertisement chose not to use the techniques below. With your
partner, suggest some phrases/sentences/questions to add to the advertisement,
using these techniques.
Technique
Punctuation
Repetition
Rhetorical question
Using data
Strap line

Ideas to add to ‘Arran on a Plate’ advertisement

‘Why not visit us this weekend?’

ACTIVITY: Creating An Advertisement
One of the best ways to learn about a technique is to use it yourself, so you are now
going to create an advertisement for Fraser’s SuperJam.
Read Fraser’s website again to get ideas you might want to use in your advertisement.

ACTIVITY: Review

LANGUAGE TECHNIQUES
Eight techniques often used in advertisements are shown in the table – Ewan has added
some examples and explanations of why he thinks these techniques are effective.
Technique
Alliteration
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Explanation
Repeating sounds at the
beginnings of words/
phrases

Advertised
product
Marmalade

Ewan’s examples
Tempting and tasty
on toast!

In your group, take three minutes to review what you have learned so far about
advertising techniques. Be prepared to share your ideas with the rest of the class.

Ewan’s explanations

The writer has used alliteration to…
create a catchy phrase the reader will remember

Keep a look out for any advertisements you come across (on the bus, in the cinema, in
magazines and newspapers, and in the margins of web pages) and try to identify examples
of any of these language techniques. Why not try this out on the way home today?
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KEY SKILL – WRITING
WRITING IN NATIONAL 4 ENGLISH
The focus in this chapter is on writing. Writing is one of the skills (or Outcomes) in
the Creation and Production Unit. It is also one of the skills (or Outcomes) in the
Literacy Unit. To achieve a pass in Writing (in English and Literacy) at National 4
level, you have to show that you can create texts in writing.
This chapter will help you to:

•
•
•
•

choose ideas to include in your writing
choose language for your writing
organise your writing
be technically accurate in your writing.

The Outcomes and Assessment Standards for writing in the Creation and Production
Unit and in the Literacy Unit are shown side-by-side in the table below.
Creation and Production Unit
1. Create and produce straightforward written
texts by:
Assessment 1.1 Selecting ideas and content, using a format
Standards
and structure appropriate to purpose and audience
1.2 Applying knowledge of language in terms of
language choice and technical accuracy
1.3 Communicating meaning at first reading

Different texts have different lengths. The important
thing to remember is that the length should suit the
audience you are writing for. For example, if you are
writing a story for young children, your text will be
shorter than if you are writing a novel for teenagers.
However, when your writing is being assessed for the
National 4 English Literacy Unit, you need to write
more than 300 words – so it is a good idea to get used
to what more than 300 words looks like and how long
this takes you to write.

ACTIVITY: How Am I Doing?

WRITING: WHAT SKILLS WILL I DEVELOP?

Outcomes

HOW MUCH DO I HAVE TO WRITE?

Literacy Unit
3. Write straightforward technically
accurate texts by:
3.1 Selecting and using appropriate
language
3.2 Organising writing appropriately
3.3 Using appropriate spelling,
punctuation and grammar

WRITING OUTCOMES AND ASSESSMENT STANDARDS
EXPLAINED

Before you begin, think about how you rate your writing skills and fill in the grid
below. Be honest! Red means that you find the skill challenging (or are unsure what
it means). Amber means that you need more practice in the skill. Green means you
are confident in this skill.
Writing skills

Red

Amber

Green

I can use appropriate ideas in my writing.
I can use appropriate language in my writing.
I can use appropriate structures for my writing.
I write clearly so that someone else can understand my writing.

GETTING STARTED
Many learners find it difficult to get started when writing. A blank page can be quite
scary or quite exciting … How do you feel when you have a blank page in front of you?

• Get into the habit of writing every day – even if it’s just for a few minutes. A short

CHOOSE APPROPRIATE IDEAS

• Carry a notebook with you and write down your ideas. You could write what you

This means that your ideas have to ‘suit’ the text you are writing. For example, if you
are writing about a personal experience, your ideas will be about what you did and
how this made you feel. If you are writing an application letter for a Saturday job,
you will write about your experience and skills.

see, something you have to remember to buy, something you hear... anything.
Again, the idea is to get you used to writing.
• Work out the time of day when you find writing easiest. Sometimes writing
is easier later on in the day but some writers start very early. Try writing at
different times of day and see which you prefer.
• When you are writing for yourself, don’t worry about spelling or punctuation.
If you are keeping a diary, it only has to make sense to you – it doesn’t matter
about anyone else!
• When you have written something, leave it for a while. The important thing
is to get an idea down on paper – then you can work on improving it later.

For example, if your Headteacher wrote a glowing letter describing your amazing
achievements, they would use the word ‘child’ not ‘kid’ and ‘excellent’ but definitely
not ‘awesome’!

Enjoy yourself! Write a silly
poem or make up a rap. Have
fun with your writing.

Here are some tips to help you to get started:

So, to pass National 4 English, you need to show that you can do the following:

CHOOSE WORDS AND PHRASES THAT ARE APPROPRIATE FOR THE PIECE
OF WRITING

DON’T FORGET

entry in a diary is a good idea.

ORGANISE YOUR WRITING
To make your writing clear and easy to follow, you need to organise it. That means
deciding on a structure and well-ordered paragraphs. (The structure will obviously
depend on what type of text you are writing.)

COMMUNICATE MEANING AT FIRST READING

Check out the website www.bigthink.com. Enter ‘Getting started with writing’ into
the website search box. There are lots of clips of famous writers (such as Stephen
Fry) talking about how they get started with writing.

Your writing has to make sense when someone else reads it. If you write accurately
with all the correct punctuation, spelling and expression this will make it much
easier for your reader to follow what you are writing.
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KEY SKILL– WRITING

DISCURSIVE WRITING 1
WHAT IS DISCURSIVE WRITING?
Discursive writing:

• is about a topic or issue
• includes evidence such as facts, information and statistics.
The main purpose of discursive writing is to:

• put forward arguments for and/or against a topic
• persuade the reader.

PERSUASIVE AND ARGUMENTATIVE WRITING
There are two main types of discursive writing. In persuasive writing,
you write in favour of one side of an argument. In argumentative
writing, you explain both sides of the argument.
Discursive writing often appears in magazines and newspapers. For
example, you might read an article about why a motorway should and
should not be built through the rural area where you live: the writer
is looking at both sides of the argument.
Then again, you might read an article in a health magazine giving you
lots of reasons why you should eat less sugar: in this case, the writer
of this article only looks at one side of the argument.

ACTIVITY
Look at the table below. It contains discursive essay titles. Work out from
the title whether the essay is persuasive (one side of the argument only) or
argumentative (looking at both sides). One example has been done for you.
Title
Why animal cruelty is wrong
State schools vs private schools
Plastic surgery – good or bad?
Ban advertisements on social networks!
Online shopping is killing the high street

Persuasive or argumentative?

Persuasive

WRITING FRAMES
Did you know that some people believe that American astronauts did not land on
the moon in 1969? Others believe that they did land on the moon.

• If you are writing a persuasive essay about the moon landings, you will explain
why you think they did happen or why you think they did not happen.

• If you are writing an argumentative essay about the moon landings, you will

PERSUASIVE WRITING FRAME
You can use this frame for persuasive writing. Look at what to include in each
paragraph. The third column shows what to include if you are writing about the moon
landings. In this example, the writer’s opinion is that the moon landings did not happen.
Paragraph

What to include

Introduction State your topic and your opinion
about it.
Reason 1
Reason and evidence (facts,
AGAINST
examples or statistics) to support
your reason.
Reason 2
Reason and evidence (facts,
AGAINST
examples or statistics) to support
your reason.
Reason 3
Reason and evidence (facts,
AGAINST
examples or statistics) to support
your reason.
Reason 4
Reason and evidence (facts,
AGAINST
examples or statistics) to support
your reason.
Conclusion
Summarise your reasons and
re-state your opinion clearly.

Example
Opinion statement – ‘I strongly believe that the United States of America faked moon
landings in the early 1970s. I am interested in the moon landings because …’
Reason – photographs show an American flag on the moon fluttering.
Evidence – there is no wind in the moon’s atmosphere.
Reason – there is no crater in photographs of the lunar module’s landing place.
Evidence – the moon is covered in dust so the lunar module would have made a mark.
Reason – There is a strange object reflected in the astronaut’s helmet.
Evidence – The reflection looks like a spotlight used when making films.
Reason –
Evidence –
‘My opinion overall is that the moon landings did not happen …’

LEARNING TOGETHER: Research The Moon Landings
Research the moon landings on the internet and find out one more reason why
people believe the moon landings did not take place. Share this with your partner
and complete the ‘example’ column in the ‘persuasive’ writing frame.

DON’T FORGET

ARGUMENTATIVE WRITING FRAME
You would use this frame for argumentative writing. Look at what to include in each
paragraph. The third column shows what to include if you are writing about the
moon landings. In this example, the writer is giving reasons and evidence for and
against the moon landings.
Paragraph

What to include

Introduction Your first paragraph will state
clearly what your essay is about.
Your first paragraph will include
a statement about both sides.
Reason 1
Reason and evidence (facts,
AGAINST
examples or statistics)
Reason 2
AGAINST

Reason and evidence (facts,
examples or statistics)

Reason 3
FOR
Reason 4
FOR

Reason and evidence (facts,
examples or statistics)
Reason and evidence (facts,
examples or statistics)

Conclusion

Summarise both sides of the
argument. You could include a
statement about which side you
believe is more persuasive.

This frame shows an example
with six paragraphs. You can
use as many paragraphs as you
want, depending on the issue
you are writing about.

Example
Statement about both sides – ‘Some people believe that the United States of America
faked moon landings in the early 1970s. Others believe they really happened … ’

Reason - photographs show an American flag on the moon fluttering.
Evidence – there is no air in the moon’s atmosphere and so there would have been no
wind to make the flag flutter.
Reason – there is no crater in photographs of the lunar module’s landing place.
Evidence – the moon is covered in fine moon dust and so the lunar module would have
made a mark when it landed.
Reason – astronauts brought back moon rocks.
Evidence – all scientists who have studied these rocks say they cannot be earth rocks.
Reason –
Evidence –
‘My opinion overall is that the moon landings did not happen …’

explain why you think they did happen and why you think they did not happen.

It is important to organise both types of essay very clearly. There are two frames on
the next page to help you with this. A writing frame is a ‘skeleton’ or framework that
you can fill in.
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Research the moon landings on the internet and find out one more reason why
people believe the moon landings did take place. Share this with your partner and
complete the ‘example’ column in the ‘argumentative’ writing frame.
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