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Check out the  
BrightRED Digital Zone –  

for a world of tests, activities, 
 links and more at  

www.brightredbooks.net!

Susan Bremner

This BrightRED Study Guide is the ultimate companion to your CfE Higher German 
studies! Written by our trusted author and experienced German teacher,  
Susan Bremner, this book is full-colour and packed with clear and accessible 
information, excellent examples, activities and advice. Inside, you will find: 

	 All the essential course information, fully up-to-date with SQA course changes, 
arranged in easily digestible double-page topic spreads.

	 Full colour, accessible and engagingly designed pages to make sure all that  
study sticks!

	 Don’t forget pointers offering advice on the key facts to remember, and on how  
to avoid common mistakes.

	 Things to do and think about sections encouraging the regular review of key  
points covered.

	 Digital Zone activities and tests to supercharge your learning efforts online!

	 An index of key terms to help when revising.

Don’t forget to check out 
the BrightRED Digital Zone

BrightRED Study Guide

BrightRED Study Guides

Bright Red Publishing’s easy to use, 
high-quality educational resources are 
trusted by teachers and custom designed 
to improve students’ study experience to 
help them to achieve their potential.

To see more of what we do and stay up 
to date with all things Bright Red:

	follow us on Twitter @_BrightRed 

	like us on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/brightredbooks 

	follow us on Instagram  
@bright_red_publishing 

	visit us at  
www.brightredpublishing.co.uk

	or call us on 0131 220 5804 –  
we’d be delighted to hear from you!

www.brightredpublishing.co.uk

Twice winner of the IPG Education Publisher of  
the Year award.
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THINGS TO DO AND THINK ABOUT
Now see what progress you are making. Translate these English sentences into German.

1	 Last year, I travelled to Germany. Thirty people were in the group.

2	 In the summer holidays, I went to Switzerland with my family. We stayed in a holiday 
house in the mountains.

3	 Last July, I went on a school trip to Austria. Fortunately my best friend was there.

Course assessment: Directed Writing

64 65

COURSE ASSESSMENT

DIRECTED WRITING

WRITING IN HIGHER GERMAN
The Higher course has two different types of writing – Directed Writing and 
the Assignment-Writing. The Directed Writing forms part of Paper 1 and the 
Assignment‑Writing is done in class time in the course of the Higher year. The writing is 
worth 25 per cent of your overall mark. Each piece of writing is worth 12.5 per cent of the 
total exam. It is marked out of 20, but both are then scaled to 15 marks. It is worthwhile 
spending a lot of time developing your writing skills, as getting a high mark in both pieces 
of writing can make a huge difference to your final grade.

The two pieces of writing are very different. The Directed Writing, as the name suggests, 
requires you to write to a specific scenario. The Assignment-Writing, on the other hand, is 
much more open-ended, and you are given more scope to write about your own ideas.

Let’s look at each piece of writing in turn.

GETTING STARTED
The temptation is to launch straight into the bullet points to see if your favourites are 
there. It is important, however, to read the introduction section. It is usually very general 
and not very descriptive, but it is worth checking to see if it specifies a time of year, such 
as a winter holiday, a certain part of Germany, such as Bavaria, or a specific time, for 
example two weeks/months.

The good news is that you don’t have to stick rigidly to the bullet points but can add in your 
own ideas. Words and phrases in some areas can be learned and used in every scenario.

We will now look at these in turn.

DIRECTED WRITING: AN OVERVIEW
The Directed Writing task will test your ability to write accurately in the past tense. You will be 
given the choice of two scenarios, taken from two of the four contexts of Society, Learning, 
Employability and Culture. The scenarios will be set in a German-speaking country and will 
have six bullet points. You must address all six bullet points and write between 150 and 180 
words. You should choose the scenario which you think you will be able to write about best.

The first bullet point will ask you for two different pieces of information. You must write 
something for both parts of the bullet point. The other bullet points will ask you for one piece 
of information. You may also be asked to write in the future or conditional tense.

It is not as complicated as it sounds. Let’s look at an example of the kind of task you could 
come across in the exam.

Beispiel: 
Scenario 1: Society

Last year, you visited a town in Germany where you stayed with a local family. 

On your return, you were asked to write in German about your trip for the 
foreign-language section of your school/college website.

You must include the following information, and you should try to add other relevant details:
•	how you travelled and what the journey 

was like 
•	how you got on with the German family 
•	some of the things you did during your stay 

•	whether or not you would like to repeat the 
experience.

•	what you liked/disliked about Germany
•	what you did to improve your German

contd

For more information on 
the perfect tense, head to 
www.brightredbooks.net

ONLINE

Reread the Reiselust 
section on pages 52–53 to 
get even more ideas for 
this bullet point.

DON’T FORGET 

Test yourself on this topic 
at www.brightredbooks.net

ONLINE TEST

You must write something 
for all six bullet points. 
If you miss out a bullet 
point, the maximum mark 
you will score is 16 out  
of 20.

DON’T FORGET 

Saying when and where you went and with whom

•	 letzten Sommer 
last summer

•	 letzten Winter 
last winter

•	 letztes Jahr 
last year

•	 in den Sommerferien 
in the summer holidays

•	 letzen Juli 
last July

•	 Ich bin nach Deutschland gefahren. 
I went to Germany.

•	 Wir sind in die Schweiz gefahren. 
We went to Switzerland.

•	 Wir sind nach München gereist. 
We travelled to Munich.

•	 Ich habe in einem Ferienort an der 
Ostsee gewohnt. 
I stayed in a holiday resort at the 
Baltic Sea.

•	 Ich habe zwei Wochen mit meiner 
Familie auf der Insel Sylt verbracht. 
I spent two weeks with my family on 
the island of Sylt.

•	 Ich bin allein gereist. 
I travelled alone.

•	 Ich habe eine Klassenfahrt gemacht. 
I went on a school trip.

•	 Ich habe an einem Schüleraustausch 
teilgenommen. 
I took part in a school exchange. 

•	 Zwanzig Leute waren in der Gruppe. 
Twenty people were in the group.

•	 Vier Lehrer haben uns begleitet. 
Four teachers went with us.

•	 Ich bin mit dem Schulorchester dorthin 
gefahren. 
I travelled there with the school 
orchestra.

•	 Zum Glück war mein bester Freund/
meine beste Freundin auch dabei. 
Fortunately my best friend was with us.

Little gems

When describing the place you stayed in, you can show off your knowledge of 
adjectival endings!

Ich habe zwei Wochen in Ahrensburg gewohnt. Ahrensburg liegt in Schleswig Holstein, 
ungefähr vierzig Kilometer von Hamburg entfernt. Ahrensburg ist eine kleine, schöne 
Stadt mit vielen Einkaufsmöglichkeiten.
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Try not to exceed the 
word count, as you will not 
necessarily get a better 
mark because you have 
written a lot of material. 
It is likely that more errors 
will creep in.

DON’T FORGET 

Course assessment: Short essay
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Course assessment

SHORT ESSAY

COURSE ASSIGNMENT-WRITING TASK
This is a piece of writing which is internally set and externally assessed. The final version 
should be written in ink.

It is to be 200–250 words in length although there are no penalties for being outwith 
this word count. It will be awarded 20 marks which represents 15% of the overall course 
assessment. It can be produced over time in the classroom.

It will be based on one of the four contexts of Society, Learning, Employability and 
Culture although you can refer to the other contexts as well.

This is a type of writing which you will be used to if you have sat National 5. It is to 
encourage you to build on previous good practice and not to learn chunks of text off by 
heart. You will however need to memorise vocabulary and structures. You will have access 
to a dictionary. The stimulus will be in English and this stimulus must be written in the 
SQA booklet for the final copy.

After the first draft, you will be given feedback by your teacher/lecturer. However, this will 
not be a correction in German but rather a marking code or oral feedback.

You will then write a final version in the SQA booklet which is submitted to the SQA. This 
will be before the written examinations in May. You will sign the booklet.

The key feature of this assignment is that it is to be discursive.

WRITING A DISCURSIVE ESSAY
It is a good idea to write a brief plan before you start to write the essay.

In the opening line, you should introduce the main topic of the essay. For example:

Ich möchte über meine Familie schreiben.

Meine Familie spielt eine wichtige Rolle in meinem Leben. 

These sentences can be easily adapted for any topic. You could then structure your essay 
with words such as erstens … firstly …, zweitens … secondly …. Remember to show that 
you have finished your essay with a conclusion phrase, such as Zum Abschluss möchte ich 
sagen, dass … Finally I would like to say that … or Alles in allem … All in all.

Here are some of the ingredients for a successful discursive essay. You do not need to 
cover them all, but aim for as many as you can:

	 1	 The essay should have an introduction and a conclusion sentence.
	 2	 The essay should be well structured, that is divided into logical paragraphs (perhaps 

according to the questions).
	 3	 You should use a range of vocabulary with no repetition.
	 4	 You should try to use a different verb in each sentence.
	 5	 You need to show off grammar points, such as pronouns, adjectival endings, the 

comparative/superlative, 3rd person, modal verbs, separable verbs and most of all 
word-order rules!

	 6	 You should try to use more than one tense.
	 7	 You should use qualifiers (sehr, echt) and time phrases.
	 8	 You should express your likes, dislikes and preferences, and give reasons.
	 9	 Try where possible to use a range of opinion phrases.
	10	 Make use of linking words such as außerdem, jedoch and trotzdem.
	11	 Give lots of examples of complex sentences – use subordinating conjunctions such as 

weil or wenn, and try to include an um … zu clause.

THINGS TO DO AND THINK ABOUT
Here are five grammar points you should be particularly careful about:

•	 Modal verbs, for example ich möchte, ich will and ich mag, require an infinitive at the 
end of the sentence: Ich möchte an der Uni studieren or Ich will einen Job suchen.

•	 The comparative, unlike in English, never takes the form ‘more + adj’:  
more tiring = anstrengender and not mehr anstrengend.

•	 Man = you, one, people; der Mann = the man: Man kann einkaufen gehen  
You can go shopping. 

•	 Das = the (with neuter nouns); dass = that: Das Dorf gefällt mir gut  
I really like the village. Ich würde sagen, dass die Stadt interessanter ist  
I’d say that the town is more interesting.

•	 It is easy to confuse könnte = could (conditional tense: ‘would be able to’) and konnte = 
could (imperfect tense: ‘was able to’). Als ich jünger war, konnte ich skifahren  
When I was younger I could ski. Ich könnte nie skifahren, weil es so gefährlich ist  
I could never ski because it is so dangerous.

The first thing that a marker checks for when reading your essay is that the verbs are 
correct. Are you using the correct tenses and verb endings? You must also consistently 
apply the word-order rules.

Test yourself on this topic 
at www.brightredbooks.net

ONLINE TEST

Read up on what you might 
be expected to write about 
at www.brightredbooks.net

ONLINE

Head to  
www.brightredbooks.net 
for a link to exercises to 
improve your writing skills.

ONLINE

Although most of the 
essay will be written in the 
present tense, you should 
try to include at least one 
other tense.

DON’T FORGET 

Try to give a reason for 
having a particular opinion, 
and try to use as many 
opinion phrases as you can.

DON’T FORGET 

	12	 Use discursive language such as auf der einen Seite … auf der anderen Seite.
	13	 It is important to check your work over several times and make sure the nouns all 

have a capital letter.
	14	 Use some of the phrases from the list opposite.

Opinion phrases

•	 Meiner Meinung nach ist Deutsch eine	 In my opinion … 
wichtige Sprache.

•	 Ich bin der Meinung, dass Deutsch eine	  I believe that … 
wichtige Sprache ist.

•	 Ich finde, dass …	 I find that

•	 Ich glaube, dass …	 I believe that …

•	 Ich denke, dass …	 I think that …

Here are some other good phrases to use:

•	 Ich würde sagen , dass … 	 I would say that …

•	 Ich muss zugeben, dass … 	 I must admit that …

•	 Es freut mich, dass …	 I am pleased that …

•	 Ich habe gehört, dass … 	 I have heard that …

•	 Ich habe gelesen, dass … 	 I have read that …

•	 Was mich ärgert ist, dass … 	 What annoys me is that …

•	 Was mir gefällt ist, dass … 	 What I like is that …

Useful linking words and phrases

•	 im Allgemeinen	 in general

•	 im Gegenteil	 on the contrary

•	 vor allem	 above all

•	 zum Glück/glücklicherweise	 fortunately

•	 außerdem	 in addition

•	 leider	 unfortunately

•	 jedoch	 however

•	 trotzdem	 nevertheless

contd
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Learn your talking answers 
as you go along in small 
chunks. 

DON’T FORGET 

There are many other 
discursive phrases that 
you can use but the 
ones here will give you a 
starting point. Remember 
to note down any others 
you learn in class. It is a 
good idea to keep these 
phrases together so that 
you can use them when 
you are preparing for 
the performance or the 
listening essay.

DON’T FORGET 

Course assessment: How to do well in the performance
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Course assessment

HOW TO DO WELL IN THE PERFORMANCE

WHAT IS REQUIRED IN THE EXAM?
First let’s look at what you are required to produce in the examination. In the external 
examination you should show:

•	 the ability to take part in a discussion with the teacher or lecturer using detailed and 
complex spoken language; 

•	 the ability to use language accurately to convey meaning. 

The talking part of your examination forms 30% of the total mark and will be completed 
before the start of your written examinations. It is worth spending quite some time 
preparing for this important aspect of the Higher. You will have had experience of this 
type of examination in the National 5 performance.

PERFORMANCE
You should prepare for the coversation by having plenty of practice before the 
assessment in class or with your friends. Of course you will have prepared for the topic 
areas, but you must be able to respond to unexpected questions in a natural way.

The maximum mark for this part of the examination is 30. The performace will be marked 
using the following pegged marks:

•	 30/27 •	 24/21 •	 18/15 •	 12/9 •	 6/3 •	 0

The performance will be recorded and marked by the assessor and internally verified in 
the centre. This will also be subject to external verification if the centre is chosen for this. 

The recommended duration is approximately ten minutes. 

The topics covered will be your choice. You will choose two of the four contexts of 
Society, Learning, Employability and Culture. If you do not cover two contexts the 
maximum mark you can be awarded is 18 out of 30. 

There will be a settling in period at the start of the performance of approximately 1-2 
minutes, where you will be asked questions about yourself or straightforward questions 
to settle you down and make you feel more comfortable.

THINGS TO DO AND THINK ABOUT
You could also ask your teacher a question:

•	 Wie finden Sie Reality TV?

•	 Haben Sie ein Hobby?

You are also allowed to ask to get a question repeated.

•	 Können Sie bitte die Frage wiederholen? 

•	 Wiederholen bitte! 

•	 Nochmals bitte!

If you need time to think, you could also say:

•	 Das ist eine interessante Frage!

•	 Ich muss das erst überlegen! – I need to think about that!

Buying yourself time 

Remember that some of these expressions will allow you to compose 
yourself; they sound good and they can give you some thinking time. 
Even something as simple as alors … (‘well …’) can allow you a few 
seconds to think.

Ich denke, dass	 I think that
Ich glaube, dass	 I believe that
Man muss zugeben, dass	 One must admit that …
Es ist klar, dass	 It is clear that …
Meiner Meinung nach	 in my opinion
Leider	 unfortunately
Einerseits, Anderseits	 on the one hand, on the other hand

Test yourself on this topic 
at www.brightredbooks.net

ONLINE TEST

Head to  
www.brightredbooks.net 
for some speaking advice.

ONLINE

USEFUL VOCABULARY
Remember in this section you should look at natural, discursive language.

Below is some vocabulary which you may find useful.

Organising ideas:

Zuerst	 first of all
Erstens	 in the first place
Zweitens	 secondly
Jedoch	 however
Aussendem	 besides
Jedenfalls	 in any case
Alles in allem	 all in all

contd
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