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Introducing the brightest team around
Bright Red Publishing is a wee independent 
company with an office in Edinburgh and a 
warehouse in Fife. 

We are proud to work with trusted, local 
suppliers to bring you the best quality resources 
with the lowest carbon footprint. 

Schools – buy direct and save
Bright Red Publishing is now an approved 
supplier on the Scotland Excel framework. 
Order through your school’s procurement system 
for the best value priced books.

We are in the process of updating our 
National 5 and Higher Study Guides 
to reflect the latest SQA course and 
exam changes. Look out for the 
purple tick on our National 5 titles 
– these titles are being updated
with the changes.

TO OUR 2018/19 CATALOGUE!
HELLO AND WELCOME

January 2008
Bright Red Publishing 
is founded

May 2010 
We won IPA 
Educational Publisher 
of the Year award

March 2011
Won IPA Educational 
Publisher of the Year 
AGAIN!

September 2008 
First Bright Red 
books published

•
U
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ATING WITH
•

SQA CHANG
ES

•
U
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ATING WITH
•

SQA CHANG
ES

In 2018/2019 we look forward to:

 Adding 19 more Study Guides and Course Books to our list 

 Publishing our first National 5 English Course Book

 Showcasing our first BGE Course Books for Level 3 and Level 4 
(see page 5)

 Continuing to develop the BrightRED Digital Zone

 Working with and supporting Scottish students, teachers 
and parents
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We’re delighted to be celebrating our 
10th birthday this year!

Since 2008, Bright Red has gone from strength to strength.

We have had the privilege to work with some of the best 
teachers, school leaders and educational experts in the world 
of education, to create innovative, trustworthy resources 
that make a difference to teachers and students. Thanks so 
much for all your support, here’s to the next 10 years!

Supporting Scottish schools and 
students for 

September 2013 
Launch first National 5 
books and our award-
winning Digital Zone

September 2015 
Higher and Advanced 
Higher titles publish

December 2017
57 fantastic titles from 
N4 to Advanced Higher

2018 
10 years old and nearly 
1 million books sold!

THE FUTURE’S BRIGHTTHE FUTURE’S BRIGHTTHE FUTURE’S BRIGHTTHE FUTURE’S BRIGHTTHE FUTURE’S BRIGHT
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The BrightRED DIGITAL Z NE

Supercharge students learning!
The BrightRED Digital Zone is a completely free resource to 
support students in their learning. It offers revision activities, 
videos, practice tests and links to support our National 5, Higher 
and Advanced Higher Study Guides.

This innovative and fully interactive platform, has been 
designed to help students boost their learning, check their 
progress and brighten up their revision and studying process! 

Over 1,000,000 tests have been taken and we have over 
80,000 registered users. 

Register today at http://www.brightredbooks.net/subjects/

G AL
We are excited to announce a new online platform, Game of 
Active Learning (GOAL), which is being developed further 
after being trialled successfully in schools. It will allow teachers 
to monitor and analyse results and feedback for their class 
and benchmark students against each other. Students will take 
the tests in a games-led environment and will receive bespoke 
feedback on their progress. 

If you are interested in finding out more about GOAL, 
please email us at info@brightredpublishing.co.uk. 

THE FUTURE IS BRIGHT
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Unit 1: Number, Money and Measure

UNIT 1: NUMBER, MONEY AND MEASURENUMERACY SKILLSESTIMATION AND ROUNDING I can round a number using an appropriate degree of accuracy, having taken into 

account the context of the problem.   MNU 3-01a

This Outcome and Experience will give you the opportunity to:

• round decimal fractions to three decimal places

• use rounding to routinely estimate the answers  

to calculations

You have already learned how to:
 • round to nearest whole number
 • round to nearest 10, 100, 1000, 10 000, 100 000

 • round to 1 or 2 decimal places
 • apply knowledge of rounding to give an estimate to a calculation  

appropriate to the context.
In mathematics, we do not always have to be exact.

Sometimes we may wish to round a number. 
For example, if you are working with money you would 

round your answer to 2 decimal places – as that would 

be the “pence” columns.

What’s coming up? 

What you already know  

4 friends share a restaurant bill of £128.71 equally between them.

How much would each pay?

 £128.71 ÷ 4= £32.1775 This is too accurate as we cannot split money into such small units, 

  
so we round. 

 £32.1775 We want 2 decimal places, so we look at the 3rd decimal place.

  
Using “5 or more we round it up, less than 5 we leave it”, we would 

  
round this to

= £32.18

SOLUTION

If we wanted to round to 3 decimal places, 

therefore, we would look at the 4th decimal 

place and use our “5 or more” rule.

Round 146.78347 to 3 decimal places
 146.78347

= 146.78347 4 is less than 5, so the previous digit stays as it is

= 146.783 to 3 decimal places (3dp)

SOLUTION

Currency exchange rates are often given to four decimal places.

Look at the currency exchange rates in the table below and round each currency to  

3 decimal places.The first one has been done for you.£1 GBP (Great Britain Pound) buys
Currency

Exchange rate Written correct to 3 dp

Euro €

1.08011
1.080

US Dollar $

1.2937
Indian Rupee  

82.6011
Australian Dollar A$

1.6244

How does that work? 

How does that work? 

Classroom challenge

5 46

In mathematics, we do not always have to be exact.

Sometimes we may wish to round a number. 
For example, if you are working with money you would 

round your answer to 2 decimal places – as that would 

4 friends share a restaurant bill of £128.71 equally between them.
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Why teachers, students and parents 
choose BrightRED Study Guides
Key features of our Study Guides
We provide the brightest, clearest Study 
Guides for effective revision! 

• Our books are written by experienced 
and dedicated Scottish teachers who are 
invested in student success

• Our books are packed with worked 
examples, exercises and helpful tips

• They are the best value for money

• We have an award-winning Digital Zone to 
supplement learning further!

Coming in 2018, these student-friendly, 
innovative and bespoke BGE Course Books 
will support learning both in and outside 
the classroom. 

Printed in full colour, these Course Books 
will provide extensive course coverage with 
digital resources available for download.

Coming 

in 2018

What’s coming up? 
– outlines key 

learning intentions

Other features include:

Homework Helper – activities to do 
outside the classroom

Don’t forget– teaching and learning tips

How does that work? 
– worked problems to 
cement understanding

What you know now 
– reiterates key learning 

points outlined in 
the chapter

Sample spread from BGE Maths level 3 course book

Classroom challenge 
– questions and practical 
tasks to reinforce learning

Introducing the BrightRED 
BGE Course Books
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 Great book. Provides great 

coverage of the course, and step by step 

instructions on how to perform the more 

practical aspects of the course.  

N5 Accounting

  

Amazon Review
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BUSINESS/COMPUTING

 ACCOUNTING
William Reynolds

Understand and successfully 
interpret financial and 
management accounting 
information. The only 
Study Guide available 
for the National 5 
Accounting examination.

ISBN: 978-1-906736-52-1; 96pp

RRP: £12.99

 HIGHER ACCOUNTING 
Helen Lang and 
William Reynolds

Co-written by one of our 
bestselling authors, this book 
is the only Study Guide 
available for the CfE Higher 
Accounting course.

978-1-906736-89-7; 96pp

RRP: £12.99

 ADMINISTRATION and IT
Jane Sturrock

Provides practical help and 
tips to build knowledge and 
understanding of the ICT skills 
required for National 4.

ISBN: 978-1-906736-45-3; 96pp

RRP: £10.99

 ADMINISTRATION
and IT

NEW EDITION
Claire Cooper and 
Raymond Simpson

This new edition will cover all  
three mandatory units required 
to pass the SQA National 5 
exam. Fully supported by 
the BrightRED Digital Zone.

ISBN: 978-1-84948-323-0; 96pp

RRP: £12.99
 

 HIGHER ADMINISTRATION 
and IT

William Reynolds and 
Jane Sturrock

Covers all units of the SQA 
Higher exam, plus a key terms 
Index. Helps develop IT skills 
and an understanding of the 
role of administrators. 

ISBN: 978-1-906736-77-4; 128pp

RRP: £12.99

 ACCOUNTINGN5

 HIGHER ACCOUNTING  HIGHER ACCOUNTING  HIGHER ACCOUNTING 

 ADMINISTRATION  ADMINISTRATION N4 ADMINISTRATION  ADMINISTRATION andand IT

understanding of the ICT skills 

 ADMINISTRATION
and

N5

This new edition will cover all  
three mandatory units required 

 HIGHER ADMINISTRATION 
and

 HIGHER ADMINISTRATION 

Higher exam, plus a key terms 

Check out the award-winning 
BrightRED Digital Zone 
for a world of FREE tests, 
games, links and more at 
www.brightredbooks.net!
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Higher exam, plus a key terms 
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New Edition 

coming soon
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 My higher computing teacher 

recommended it. This is a key resource, 

I would advise anyone doing higher 

computing to take a look into this. 

CfE Higher Computing Science

 

Amazon Review
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BUSINESS/COMPUTING

 LEVEL 3 AND 4 BUSINESS 
COURSE BOOK  

 LEVEL 3 AND 4 BUSINESS 
NEW

William Reynolds et al

New essential Course Book for BGE offering 
comprehensive coverage of Business benchmarks 
to support teachers and students.

ISBN: 978-1-906736-93-4

Publishing: October 2018

RRP: £15.99

 BUSINESS MANAGEMENT
William Reynolds

Covers all three SQA units with 
numerous case study activities. 
Up-to-date with the latest 
2017 SQA course changes.

ISBN: 978-1-906736-33-0; 96pp

RRP: £12.99

 HIGHER BUSINESS
MANAGEMENT

William Reynolds and 
Nadene Morin

Provides knowledge and 
practice to help develop 
key skills for business and 
for life. Prepares students 
for all aspects of the Higher 
Business Management 
assessments.

ISBN: 978-1-906736-58-3; 144pp

RRP: £12.99

 COMPUTING SCIENCE
Alan Williams

Concise coverage of the 
National 4 Computing Science 
course with Don’t Forget 
and Things To Think About 
prompts throughout.

ISBN: 978-1-906736-48-4; 96pp

RRP: £10.99

 COMPUTING SCIENCE
NEW EDITION
Alan Williams

Completely updated to reflect 
the 2017 SQA course changes. 
Provides a comprehensive 
summary of the course that 
targets all the requirements 
of the examination.

ISBN: 978-1-84948-311-7; 128pp

RRP: £12.99
 

 HIGHER COMPUTING
SCIENCE 

NEW EDITION
Alan Williams

Introduces students to 
an advanced range of 
computational processes 
and thinking.  

ISBN: 978-1-84948-325-4; 128pp

RRP: £12.99

 LEVEL 3 AND 4 BUSINESS  LEVEL 3 AND 4 BUSINESS BGE 

 BUSINESS MANAGEMENTN5 BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

Covers all three SQA units with 
numerous case study activities. 

 HIGHER BUSINESS HIGHER BUSINESS
MANAGEMENT

 HIGHER BUSINESS HIGHER BUSINESS
MANAGEMENT

 COMPUTING SCIENCE COMPUTING SCIENCEN4 COMPUTING SCIENCE COMPUTING SCIENCE

National 4 Computing Science 

 COMPUTING SCIENCEN5 COMPUTING SCIENCE

Completely updated to reflect 
the 2017 SQA course changes. 

 HIGHER COMPUTING
SCIENCE 

 HIGHER COMPUTING
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New Edition 

coming soon
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 This is one of the best 

National 5 books around. It gives 

practical advice to pupils and 

teachers on how best to prepare 

for the examination. 

N5 English

 
Amazon Review
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ENGLISH/MEDIA

 LEVEL 3 ENGLISH 
COURSE BOOK 

 LEVEL 3 ENGLISH 
NEW

Debbie Gardner and Louisa Marshall

Bespoke, full colour, course book, containing 
classroom challenges, don’t forget prompts 
and topic tests throughout, plus many more 
helpful features. 

ISBN: 978-1-906736-36-1

Publishing: January 2019

RRP: £15.99

 ENGLISH
Sheena Greco

Develops skills in reading, 
listening, writing and talking to 
succeed at National 4. Contains 
all four units of the course, plus 
an Added Value unit.

ISBN: 978-1-906736-49-1; 112pp

RRP: £10.99

 ENGLISH 
COURSE BOOK NEW

Dr Christopher Nicol
with Andrew Leask

Our first full course book for 
National 5 English. Contains 
classroom challenges and 
tests, which mirror the 
format and wording of the 
actual exams.

ISBN: 978-1-84948-305-6; 256pp

Publishing: August 2018

RRP: £18.99

 ENGLISH
NEW EDITION
Dr Christopher Nicol
Gives confidence to tackle the 
challenges of the course. Helps 
build skills in close reading, 
spoken interaction and suggests 
techniques to enrich students’ 
folio writing.

ISBN: 978-1-84948-329-2; 128pp

RRP: £12.99

 LEVEL 3 ENGLISH  LEVEL 3 ENGLISH BGE 

 ENGLISH ENGLISHN4

listening, writing and talking to 
succeed at National 4. Contains 

 ENGLISH 
COURSE BOOK

N5
NEW

 ENGLISHN5

spoken interaction and suggests 

There is loads more on the 
BrightRED Digital Zone!
www.brightredbooks.net!

Publishing: January 2019

RRP: £15.99
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spoken interaction and suggests 
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New Edition 

coming soon
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ENGLISH/MEDIA

 HIGHER ENGLISH 
Dr Christopher Nicol

Provides simply-worded 
explanations of challenging 
concepts and shows students 
how to answer exam-type 
questions. Builds knowledge 
on writing convincing, 
structured essays.

ISBN: 978-1-906736-61-3; 128pp

RRP: £12.99

 ADVANCED HIGHER  
ENGLISH 

 ADVANCED HIGHER  
NEW

Dr Christopher Nicol

The only Study Guide written for this course. 
Helps students develop sophisticated writing 
skills and analyse how structure, form and 
language shape the meaning of texts. 

ISBN: 978-1-84948-306-3; 96pp

RRP: £14.99

 MEDIA NEW

Alexandra Mattinson 

Provides learners with the ability 
to analyse and create media 
content that’s appropriate 
to purpose, audience 
and context. Builds 
understanding of media 
literacy and media 
within society. 

ISBN: 978-1-84948-307-0; 96pp

Publishing: September 2018

RRP: £12.99

 HIGHER ENGLISH  HIGHER ENGLISH  HIGHER ENGLISH 

 ADVANCED HIGHER   ADVANCED HIGHER  CfE 

 MEDIA N5

Provides learners with the ability 

Sample spread from 
CfE Advanced Higher English

Telephone order hotline: 0131 220 5804

Sample spread from 
CfE Advanced Higher English

Telephone order hotline: 0131 220 5804

Sample spread from 

Dissertation: The craft of writing (part 2)

36

DISSERTATIONDISSERTATIONDISSERTATION

Uni-linear time is tersely dismissed in ‘The Hollow Men’, where Eliot describes it 
using the metaphor of the London Underground: a limbo of suspended awareness in 

which there is no meaning in the present. There is no distinction between the past 

and the future and time becomes disintegrated into a meaningless sequence.This could be written more simply as:
In ‘The Hollow Men’, Eliot does not think that time is linear – as in there is the past, 

the present and the future. For him, time has no boundaries: it is suspended in the 

moment which has no meaning.

 ACTIVITY
Here is part of a draft dissertation on the literary worth of Scottish Ballads. You will see 

that it requires quite a lot of attention. Redraft it, improving the tone and style in as many 

ways as you can. Compare your version with that of a partner.‘The Battle of Otterbourne’ is part of a group of ballads which, like Sir Patrick Spens, 

are fairly realistic. These ballads don’t have as much depth as do more romantic 
ballads, e.g. ‘Clerk Saunders’, but I would describe them as ‘thrillers’ of their day. 
Apart from that, they are worth considering because they play a large part in the 
balladry of the Borders.
I think that ‘Otterbourne’ is typical of this kind of ballad. It has all the essential 
ingredients of immediacy and precision right from the first verse; where the time it 

takes place is made clear, the hero is introduced and the story is announced:
‘It fell about the Lammas tide,
When the muir-men win their hay,The doughty Douglas bound him to rideInto England, to drive a prey.’1

Now that this has my attention thus far, the story moves quickly through ‘the dale 

of Tyne’ on to ‘Bambroughshire’ and ‘Roxburgh fells’, until they come to Newcastle 

where the main part of the story becomes evident. What I find really interesting 
about this ballad is that there are lots of techniques used so that I don’t get bored. The 

great description made me feel that I was an eyewitness to the events.1www.musicanet.org/robokopp/scottish/itfellab.htm

THE CRAFT OF WRITING (PART 2)

DEVELOPING YOUR OWN WRITER’S CRAFTAs your study of literature progresses, and you start on the writing process, you will 

begin, perhaps subconsciously, to develop an awareness of the many ways in which 

writers use language to achieve their aims. Effectively, critical writing does not just 

happen. It is something that writers think about, work very hard at and pay great 

attention to.
You should now be at the stage where you’re able to ‘craft’ your own writing. Try to think 

about the following:
Vocabulary Make deliberate choices: choose the most effective word, not just the first one that 

comes into your head.Sentences Vary the lengths: use different punctuation for effect.
Ideas Think about the different ideas you want to include: weigh them up against each other 

when you are writing discursively.

Adding sophistication
This can be achieved through careful thought and taking your time. You don’t want to fall 

into the trap of using lots of long and obscure words, thinking that this will impress your 

examiners. It will not – and is likely to have the opposite effect.Consider the following example paragraph from a possible dissertation on the 

presentation of time in ‘The Hollow Men’ by T. S. Eliot:

contd

Be careful. Crafting your own writing and adding sophistication does not mean constantly looking up a thesaurus, using elaborate comparisons, or making your sentences extremely complex. Your examiner must be able to understand what you have written and follow your line of thought. If they are distracted by the convoluted, or confusing, vocabulary and sentence structure, they won’t be able to do so.

Be careful. Crafting your 

37

You should now be able to begin to critically evaluate your own writing – both draft and 

finished versions.
1. Re-read some of your own recent essays. These can be from any subject. What are the 

strengths and weaknesses of your written style? Think very carefully about this before 

you ask someone else’s opinion. When you leave school, you may not always have 

someone else to ask, so it’s a very useful skill to be able to do this for yourself.
 Choose one of the weaknesses – for example, your use of tense, or your lack of 

variety in sentence structure or punctuation – and rewrite some of it, trying hard to 

use a formal tone and style.
2. In a group of perhaps three or four, swap essays or any other form of written work. 

Working in pairs, read and discuss your partner’s work. Consider these points:
• Is the writing easy to understand?• Is there evidence of the use of a formal tone and style?• Is there a variety of sentence length?• Is there a variety of punctuation?• Have any quotations been used effectively, not simply pasted in?Make a note of any positive comments and advice before giving each other feedback.

THINGS TO DO AND THINK ABOUT

1_CfE Adv H English_Dissertation v4.indd   36-37

10/05/2018   14:41
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EXPRESSIVE ARTS

 DRAMA
Samantha MacDonald

The only Study Guide 
available for this course, 
updated to reflect the latest 
SQA course changes. 

ISBN: 978-1-906736-53-8; 96pp

RRP: £12.99
 

 HIGHER DRAMA
Kerry Reith

Develops the skills required 
in creating and presenting 
drama and is the only guide 
available for the CfE Higher 
Drama course.

978-1-906736-84-2; 96pp

RRP: £12.99

 MUSIC 
Adrian Finnerty

Shows students how to 
create original music using 
compositional methods and 
appropriate music concepts 
creatively when composing, 
arranging or improvising. 

978-1-906736-86-6; 96pp

RRP: £12.99

  HIGHER PHOTOGRAPHY
Sean Stewart

Helps communicate feelings 
and ideas using photography 
and develops creative, technical 
skills. Aims to help students 
become self-reflective 
autonomous learners.

ISBN: 978-1-906736-98-9

Publishing: December 2018

RRP: £12.99

 DRAMAN5

 HIGHER DRAMA HIGHER DRAMA HIGHER DRAMA

 MUSIC N5

  HIGHER PHOTOGRAPHY  HIGHER PHOTOGRAPHY  HIGHER PHOTOGRAPHY

and develops creative, technical 

Sample spread from 

Higher Drama
Sample spread from 

Higher Drama

Production Roles: Directing — Pre-rehearsal

36

37

PRODUCTION ROLES
PRODUCTION ROLES
PRODUCTION ROLES

By photocopying your 

script pages and sticking 

them to A4 paper or into 

a workbook, you will have 

much more ‘white space’ 

around the lines of the text 

to write your notes. You 

can also place a blank page 

opposite each page of script 

in order to write notes, lists 

and diagrams – displaying 

your thought processes and 

serving as a reminder to 

you during rehearsals. Be 

sure to check the copyright 

licence with your teacher 

before photocopying.

By photocopying your 

DON’T FORGET 

DIRECTING — PRE-REHEARSAL

THE DIRECTOR’S RESPONSIBILITIES

As a director, you will have responsibility for initiating, developing and coordinating all 

areas of the production. You will plan a schedule and engage with your designer 

in the pre-production stage. You will cast your actors and plan and communicate 

your ideas for blocking, characterisation, voice and movement. You must 

be able to negotiate and communicate clearly with your team to lead them 

‘from page to stage’ – from the original textual extract to the performance. 

Following the performance, you will engage in an evaluation of how you 

and your team have worked together to realise the production.

Check out the clip at  

www.brightredbooks.net 

for expert advice on how 

to direct a play.

Check out the clip at 

VIDEO LINK

Test yourself on directing at  

www.brightredbooks.net Test yourself on directing at 
Test yourself on directing at 
Test yourself on directing at 

ONLINE TEST

THINGS TO DO AND THINK ABOUT

List, list, list!

Lists are the director’s friend. They are essential for keeping organised and developing the 

text for performance. Read through the extract you are planning to direct. Using different 

coloured pens or pencils, note down anything that the extract requires, such as a character’s 

entrance, a personal prop, or a lighting change. Ask yourself if there is anything else which 

is ESSENTIAL to the performance of the extract and list it! This will help you keep your team 

on track and enable you to clearly communicate your ideas and vision to all concerned.

with your actors (they will have ideas too), you may wish to alter and adapt as you go. 

Throughout your rehearsal period, you may also wish to construct a dramatic commentary 

which will allow you to demonstrate your blocking and interpretative notes alongside your 

chosen technical effects and justification of your choices. This will be 

a clear demonstration of your understanding and interpretation of the 

text and a great addition to your folio.

Dramatic commentary

Annotating the text – Through the numbering of particular words 

and lines on your script, you can clearly link them to the columns on 

the dramatic commentary. This will make it obvious and easy to follow 

your instructions.

Moves and interpretative notes – In this column, you should cross-

reference your explanation with the script (through your numbered 

annotations). Here, you should detail the actors’ entrances and exits, 

their movements (facial expression, body language, etc.) and their 

moves across stage and how they are to carry them out: for example, 

Parris x’s (crosses) DSR (Down Stage Right) at a fast pace. In addition to 

this, you should detail any voice instruction, proxemics and positioning 

plus any other interpretative notes.

Justification – Again, through cross-referencing, you should explain why you have 

chosen to direct your actors in a particular way: for example, to show he is angry at 

Abigail’s lack of respect.

Effects – In the final column of the commentary, you should explain any lighting (LFX), 

sound (SFX) and special effects that are essential to the action.

Example:

Extract from dramatic commentary

MERCUTIO (1) Where the devil should this Romeo be? Came he not home to-night?

BENVOLIO  Not to his father’s; I spoke with his man.

MERCUTIO (2) Ah, that same pale hard-hearted wench, that Rosaline.

  Torments him so, that he will sure run mad.

BENVOLIO  Tybalt, the kinsman of old Capulet, (LFX 2)

  Hath sent a letter to his father’s house.

Moves and interpretative notes Justification
Technical effects

(1) M enters USR and x’s 

DSC at a quick pace with 

a flustered tone and 

aggravated facial expression.

(2) M laughs and shakes 

his head.

He is in a hurry to find Romeo as he 

has not seen him since the previous 

night. He is an emotional character 

and is quite rash and over the top.

Rosaline has been giving Romeo the 

run-around for a while and M finds 

it amusing that Romeo still lusts 

after her.

LFX 2: On the mention of 

Tybalt’s letter the lights 

fade to a lower intensity 

to signify that this is 

not a positive event.

Through careful planning and research, a director can set the whole production up for 

success. It makes it much easier to communicate what you want to see in performance if 

you have detailed notes and plans to work from.

The role of the director is pivotal to the success of any theatrical production. As a director, you will 

be responsible for making decisions which affect all of the other roles in the production. The idea 

that a director should be all-powerful and should dictate to the actors and crew how to achieve 

his or her artistic vision is somewhat outdated. To be a good director, above all else, you must be 

a good negotiator and you must be able to compromise your ideals for the good of the production 

where necessary. All the production team must have input in terms of their ideas for design and 

characterisation, for example. It is up to a good director to recognise their team’s strengths, and to 

harness and channel them into the production.

PLANNING

The adage ‘Failing to prepare is preparing to fail’ is totally true in the case of 

directing a play. Before you have had your initial production meeting with 

your cast and crew, you must have a clear vision and expectations for the final 

performance. You must be able to communicate your plans clearly at the outset 

of the process, as once rehearsals are under way your energies as director will 

probably be focused on your actors, and the designers will be left to work on their 

own initiative to develop ideas for your approval.

Research

Initial research is essential in gaining an understanding of the text you are staging. There 

may well be aspects of the play or the actions of its characters that do not make sense to 

you on first reading. By researching the play and rereading it from different characters’ 

perspectives, you should be able to fully understand and interpret the play. 

Areas to research:

• The historical setting

• The geographical setting

• Politics

• Social context

• Popular culture (music, cinema, 

television, hobbies and pasttimes)

• The playwright – his/her other work, 

status, popularity

• Themes/issues/messages of the text

Following your initial research, you can utilise what you have learned to inform your 

interpretation and performance concepts.

Marking your script

Before you start the rehearsal process, as director, you should begin to mark your blocking 

on the text. This gives essential information such as entrances and exits, moves and 

positioning for your actors. Your blocking should be flexible and, through negotiation 

contd

THE DIRECTOR’S RESPONSIBILITIES

As a director, you will have responsibility for initiating, developing and coordinating all 

areas of the production. You will plan a schedule and engage with your designer 

in the pre-production stage. You will cast your actors and plan and communicate 

your ideas for blocking, characterisation, voice and movement. You must 

be able to negotiate and communicate clearly with your team to lead them 

‘from page to stage’ – from the original textual extract to the performance. 

Following the performance, you will engage in an evaluation of how you 

and your team have worked together to realise the production.

where necessary. All the production team must have input in terms of their ideas for design and 

characterisation, for example. It is up to a good director to recognise their team’s strengths, and to 

harness and channel them into the production.

PLANNING

The adage ‘Failing to prepare is preparing to fail’ is totally true in the case of 

directing a play. Before you have had your initial production meeting with 

your cast and crew, you must have a clear vision and expectations for the final 

performance. You must be able to communicate your plans clearly at the outset 

of the process, as once rehearsals are under way your energies as director will 

probably be focused on your actors, and the designers will be left to work on their 

own initiative to develop ideas for your approval.

Research

Initial research is essential in gaining an understanding of the text you are staging. There 

may well be aspects of the play or the actions of its characters that do not make sense to 

which will allow you to demonstrate your blocking and interpretative notes alongside your 
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HEALTH & WELLBEING
 

 HEALTH AND FOOD 
TECHNOLOGY

Pam Thomas and 
Janice Rodger

Encourages creativity in 
preparing and producing 
food and in evaluating 
finished products. Focuses 
on the core content of the 
National 5 Health and Food 
Technology syllabus.

ISBN: 978-1-906736-39-2; 96pp

RRP: £12.99

 HOSPITALITY: PRACTICAL 
CAKE CRAFT

Pam Thomas

The only Study Guide 
available for this course. 
Offers advice on how to 
produce a variety of 
individualised products 
and to creatively interpret 
a design brief.

ISBN: 978-1-906736-55-2; 96pp

RRP: £12.99

 PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Aaron Anderson

Offers comprehensive coverage 
of the course with practical 
examples and a wealth of 
online support on the 
BrightRED Digital Zone. 

ISBN: 978-1-906736-43-9; 96pp

RRP: £12.99

 HIGHER PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION 

Rachael Ewing-Day and 
Jill Anderson

Develops a broad range of 
complex movement and 
performance skills. Covers 
the factors that impact 
performance and builds 
understanding on how to 
perform effectively.

ISBN: 978-1-84948-322-3; 96pp

RRP: £12.99
 

 HIGHER PSYCHOLOGY 
Alistair Barclay

Contains all the essential 
course material in an easy to 
digest and concise format. 
Offers helpful advice and 
information about the 
course assessment.

978-1-906736-88-0; 128pp

RRP: £12.99

 HEALTH AND FOOD 
TECHNOLOGY

N5

 HOSPITALITY: PRACTICAL 
CAKE CRAFT

N5

 PHYSICAL EDUCATIONN5 PHYSICAL EDUCATION PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Offers comprehensive coverage 

 HIGHER PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION 

 HIGHER PHYSICAL 

 HIGHER PSYCHOLOGY  HIGHER PSYCHOLOGY  HIGHER PSYCHOLOGY 

There is loads more on the 
BrightRED Digital Zone!
www.brightredbooks.net!
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 This book is the reason I got an A. 

CfE Higher Geography

  

Amazon Review

www.brightredpublishing.co.uk12

HUMANITIES

 LEVEL 3 GEOGRAPHY 
COURSE BOOK 

 LEVEL 3 GEOGRAPHY 
NEW

Rhona Maclean

Covers all Level 3 outcomes covered, with some 
progression to Level 4. Includes the popular unit 
of Earth forces and introduces exam ‘command 
words’.

ISBN: 978-1-84948-319-3

Publishing: December 2018

RRP: £15.99

 GEOGRAPHY
Ralph Harnden

2014 SAGT award winner. 
Contains useful case studies 
from around the world and 
consolidates knowledge 
of all the key aspects of 
the course.

ISBN: 978-1-906736-38-5; 128pp

RRP: £12.99

 HIGHER GEOGRAPHY
NEW EDITION
Lynn Cockburn and 
Valerie Nicol

2015 SAGT award winner. 
Provides comprehensive 
coverage of the course, 
specifically physical 
environments, human 
environments, development 
and health and climate change.

ISBN: 978-1-84948-326-1; 96pp

RRP: £12.99

 ADVANCED HIGHER  
GEOGRAPHY 

Phil Duffy

2017 SAGT award winning 
Study guide. Develops existing 
geographical skills and builds on 
the gathering and processing 
techniques to help succeed at 
Advanced Higher level.

ISBN: 978-1-84948-309-4; 96pp

RRP: £14.99

 HISTORY – SCOTLAND
Chris and Aileen MacKay

Covers four out of the five 
Scottish History options and 
provides comprehensive 
information about why 
particular Scottish events 
happened and the impact of 
these events. 

ISBN: 978-1-906736-40-8; 144pp

RRP: £12.99 Now £6.50!

 LEVEL 3 GEOGRAPHY  LEVEL 3 GEOGRAPHY BGE 

 GEOGRAPHYN5

 HIGHER GEOGRAPHY
NEW EDITION

 HIGHER GEOGRAPHY HIGHER GEOGRAPHY HIGHER GEOGRAPHY

 ADVANCED HIGHER  
GEOGRAPHY 

 ADVANCED HIGHER  

Study guide. Develops existing 
geographical skills and builds on 

 HISTORY – SCOTLAND HISTORY – SCOTLANDN5 HISTORY – SCOTLAND HISTORY – SCOTLAND
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Publishing: December 2018

RRP: £15.99
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 This was an invaluable 

teaching aid offering both excellent content 

in regards to knowledge required to pass and 

useful tips on the skills requirements and the 

demands of this new course. Well-structured 

and presented with useful links to 

supporting materials on line. 

N5 Modern Studies

 

Amazon Review
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HUMANITIES

 HISTORY NEW

Chris and Aileen MacKay

Develops an understanding 
of the factors contributing 
to historical events, and their 
impact. Builds on the skills of 
historical events and drawing 
rationalised conclusions.

978-1-906736-99-6

Publishing: December 2018

RRP: £12.99

 MODERN STUDIES 
NEW EDITION
Caleb Marwick, Kirsty 
Marsland and 
Heidi Stoutjesdyk

Develops an in-depth 
understanding of important 
issues in Scotland and/or 
UK politics as well as issues 
in or between countries or 
international organisations. 

ISBN: 978-1-84948-321-6; 128pp

RRP: £12.99

 HIGHER MODERN 
STUDIES

Caleb Marwick, Heidi 
Stoutjesdyk and 
Derek Timpany

Develops a deeper 
understanding of international 
contemporary political and 
socio-economic issues and 
builds skills such as critical 
and reflective thinking.

ISBN: 978-1-84948-328-5; 144pp

RRP: £12.99

 RMPS NEW

David Jack

Identifies different religious, 
moral and philosophical 
viewpoints and offers advice on 
how to analyse information 
in a structured manner.  

978-1-84948-313-1

RRP: £12.99

 HIGHER RMPS NEW

Tim Beattie

Allows students to study world 
religions and discuss moral 
issues, building their confidence 
in developing their views and 
in answering philosophical 
and moral questions.

978-1-906736-87-3; 128pp

Publishing: March 2019

RRP: £12.99

 HISTORY N5

 MODERN STUDIES N5

 HIGHER MODERN 
STUDIES

 HIGHER MODERN 

understanding of international 

 RMPS N5

viewpoints and offers advice on 

 HIGHER RMPS  HIGHER RMPS NEW

Allows students to study world 

issues, building their confidence 
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 A well written book detailing 

all the crucial points for revision. 

Great examples shown for each topic and is 

definitely an advantage to all students hoping 

to gain a pass at National 5 Maths. 

N5 Mathematics

 

Amazon Review

www.brightredpublishing.co.uk14

MATHEMATICS

 LEVEL 3 MATHEMATICS 
COURSE BOOK 

 LEVEL 3 MATHEMATICS 
NEW

Mike Smith

Provides extensive course coverage and is 
packed with worked examples and practice 
questions. Supported by digital resources 
available for download.

ISBN: 978-1-84948-317-9

Publishing: September 2018

RRP: £15.99

 MATHEMATICS
Brian J Logan

Covers all three mandatory 
units plus a complete practice 
added value unit test with 
detailed worked solutions. 

ISBN: 978-1-906736-50-7; 96pp

RRP: £10.99

 APPLICATIONS OF 
MATHEMATICS

Brian J Logan

Completely up-to-date with 
the latest 2017 SQA course 
changes. Builds knowledge 
on managing finance and 
statistics, geometry and 
measures and numeracy. 

ISBN: 978-906736-78-1; 112pp

RRP: £12.99

 MATHEMATICS
Brian J Logan

Packed with worked 
examples for comprehensive 
understanding of the course. 
Up-to-date with the latest 
2017 SQA course changes.

ISBN: 978-906736-41-5; 128pp

RRP: £12.99

 HIGHER MATHEMATICS 
Linda Moon and 
Peter Richmond

Provides concise coverage 
of the course with the help 
of worked examples, plus a 
syllabus skills checklist at the 
end of the study guide.

ISBN: 978-1-906736-65-1; 96pp

RRP: £12.99

 ADVANCED HIGHER  
MATHEMATICS 

Linda Moon and Philip Moon

Written by our bestselling 
authors, this Study Guide is 
the only one available for CfE 
Advanced Higher Mathematics. 

ISBN: 978-1-906736-72-9; 128pp

RRP: £14.99
 

 LEVEL 3 MATHEMATICS  LEVEL 3 MATHEMATICS BGE 

 MATHEMATICS MATHEMATICSN4

units plus a complete practice 

 APPLICATIONS OF N5

 MATHEMATICSN5

 HIGHER MATHEMATICS  HIGHER MATHEMATICS  HIGHER MATHEMATICS 

 ADVANCED HIGHER   ADVANCED HIGHER  

Linda Moon and Philip Moon

RRP: £15.99
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 A great help for exams. 

N5 French – 

Enhanced Edition

  

Amazon Review
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MODERN LANGUAGES

 FRENCH
Lisa Albarracin and 
Orla Herron

Enhanced Edition with 
16 pages of extra listening 
exercises and up-to-date 
with the latest 2017 SQA 
course changes. 

ISBN: 978-1-906736-82-8; 128pp

RRP: £12.99

 HIGHER FRENCH
Janette Kelso and 
Lyn McCartney

Builds on foundations from 
National 5 and develops skills 
in Reading, Listening, Talking 
and Writing. 

ISBN: 978-1-906736-62-0; 96pp

RRP: £12.99

 ADVANCED HIGHER 
FRENCH 

 ADVANCED HIGHER 
NEW

Janette Kelso and 
Eliane Whitelaw

Contains exemplar material, 
grammar points and a guide to 
revision of exam topics. Audio 
files are available to download 
on the BrightRED Digital Zone.

978-1-906736-94-1

Publishing: October 2018

RRP: £14.99

 GERMAN 
Susan Bremner

Offers a complete study 
toolkit, covering the course 
topic by topic and developing 
language skills and effective 
techniques for handling 
exam questions.

ISBN: 978-1-906736-54-5; 112pp

RRP: £12.99

 HIGHER GERMAN 
Susan Bremner

Provides advice on how to study 
and prepare for the exam and 
offers ideas and phrases to help 
with short essays.

978-1-906736-85-9; 96pp

RRP: £12.99

 SPANISH
Jimena Baraínca Carríon 

Develops language skills, 
revision and techniques for 
handling exam questions. 
Up-to-date with the latest 
2017 course changes. 

ISBN: 978-1-906736-56-9; 96pp 

RRP: £12.99

 HIGHER SPANISH 
Francisco Valdera Gil

Contains exemplar material, 
grammar points and a guide 
to revision of exam topics. 
Audio files are available to 
download on the BrightRED 
Digital Zone.

978-1-906736-83-5 128pp

RRP: £12.99

 FRENCHN5

 HIGHER FRENCH HIGHER FRENCH HIGHER FRENCH

National 5 and develops skills 

 ADVANCED HIGHER  ADVANCED HIGHER 

grammar points and a guide to 

 GERMAN N5

topic by topic and developing 

 HIGHER GERMAN  HIGHER GERMAN  HIGHER GERMAN 

Provides advice on how to study 
and prepare for the exam and 
offers ideas and phrases to help 

 SPANISHN5

 HIGHER SPANISH  HIGHER SPANISH  HIGHER SPANISH 

in Reading, Listening, Talking 
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 Perfect book for quick revision. 

CfE Higher Human Biology

 

Amazon Review

www.brightredpublishing.co.uk16

SCIENCES

 LEVEL 3 SCIENCE 
COURSE BOOK 

 LEVEL 3 SCIENCE 
NEW

Kathryn Sharp et al

Offers full coverage of the course. The content is 
arranged into three engaging topics; asteroids, 
crime and athletics.

ISBN: 978-1-84948-314-8

Publishing: September 2018

RRP: £15.99

 BIOLOGY
Margaret Cook and 
Fred Thornhill

Offers concise coverage of 
the course and helps build 
knowledge of current 
biological topics.

ISBN: 978-1-906736-46-0; 96pp

RRP: £10.99

 BIOLOGY
NEW EDITION
Margaret Cook and 
Fred Thornhill

New edition of our popular 
National 5 Biology Study 
Guide. Up-to-date with the 
latest 2017 SQA course 
changes and covering all 
the major areas of biology.

ISBN: 978-1-84948-312-4; 128pp

RRP: £12.99

 HIGHER BIOLOGY
NEW EDITION
Cara Matthew, Angela Grant
and Kathleen Ritchie

Focusses on the units assessed in 
the SQA exam and provides the 
key ideas and concepts 
in a logical and 
digestible manner.

ISBN: 978-1-84948-324-7; 96pp

RRP: £12.99
 

 ADVANCED HIGHER 
BIOLOGY 

David Lloyd and 
Geoff Morgan

The only study guide 
written for this course. Helps 
learners develop a sound 
theoretical understanding 
and experimental 
investigative work.

ISBN: 978-1-906736-70-5; 112pp

RRP: £14.99

 HIGHER HUMAN 
BIOLOGY 

Cara Matthew, Angela Grant 
and Kathleen Ritchie

Bestselling Higher Human 
Biology Study Guide, covering 
the four units of the course.

ISBN: 978-1-84948-327-8; 96pp

RRP: £12.99

 LEVEL 3 SCIENCE  LEVEL 3 SCIENCE BGE 

 BIOLOGY BIOLOGYN4

 BIOLOGY BIOLOGYN5

 HIGHER BIOLOGY HIGHER BIOLOGY
NEW EDITIONNEW EDITION

 HIGHER BIOLOGY HIGHER BIOLOGY HIGHER BIOLOGY

Cara Matthew, Angela Grant

Focusses on the units assessed in 
the SQA exam and provides the 

 ADVANCED HIGHER  ADVANCED HIGHER 

 HIGHER HUMAN 
BIOLOGY 

 HIGHER HUMAN 
BIOLOGY 

 HIGHER HUMAN  HIGHER HUMAN 

Cara Matthew, Angela Grant 

Biology Study Guide, covering 
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SCIENCES

 CHEMISTRY
Robert West, Shona Scheuerl 
and Shona Wallace

Covers all four units of the 
National 4 Chemistry course 
plus extra sections on Skills 
and Assessment. 

ISBN: 978-1-906736-47-7; 96pp

RRP: £10.99

 CHEMISTRY NEW

Robert West, Shona Scheuerl 
and Shona Wallace 

Completely updated to reflect 
the latest 2017 SQA course 
changes. Allows students to 
develop a wide range of 
scientific skills.

ISBN: 978-1-906736-34-7; 128pp

RRP: £12.99

 HIGHER CHEMISTRY
William Beveridge, Archie 
Gibb and David Hawley

Develops an understanding of 
the importance of chemistry 
in everyday life and fully 
supported by the BrightRED 
Digital Zone.

ISBN: 978-1-906736-59-0; 96pp

RRP: £12.99
 

 ADVANCED HIGHER 
CHEMISTRY 

Archie Gibb, David Hawley 
and Shona Scheuerl

Comprehensive coverage of 
the key areas of the Advanced 
Higher Chemistry course, 
includes useful advice on the 
production of a Project Report.

ISBN: 978-1-906736-71-2; 112pp

RRP: £14.99

 

 PHYSICS 
Paul Van der Boon

Detailed explanations of the 
key areas of each unit with 
pictures, diagrams, drawings 
and examples. 

ISBN: 978-1-906736-51-4; 96pp

RRP: £10.99

 PHYSICS
Paul Van der Boon

Extended and completely 
up-to-date with the latest 
2017 SQA course changes.

ISBN: 978-1-906736-44-6; 96pp

RRP: £12.99

 HIGHER PHYSICS 
John Taylor

Boosts theoretical and 
problem-solving skills with 
examples and practice.

ISBN: 978-1-906736-67-5; 128pp

RRP: £12.99

 ADVANCED HIGHER 
PHYSICS 

Andrew McGuigan

Logical and accessible content 
with graphics and illustrations 
to support learning. Topics are 
presented in a concise and easy-
to-read format. 

ISBN: 978-1-906736-73-6; 128pp

RRP: £14.99

N4
Robert West, Shona Scheuerl 

 CHEMISTRY N5 NEW

Robert West, Shona Scheuerl 

Completely updated to reflect 

 HIGHER CHEMISTRY HIGHER CHEMISTRY HIGHER CHEMISTRY

Develops an understanding of 

 ADVANCED HIGHER 
CHEMISTRY 

 ADVANCED HIGHER 

Archie Gibb, David Hawley Archie Gibb, David Hawley 

the key areas of the Advanced 

 PHYSICS  PHYSICS N4 CHEMISTRY CHEMISTRYN4

 PHYSICSN5

 HIGHER PHYSICS  HIGHER PHYSICS  HIGHER PHYSICS  HIGHER PHYSICS  HIGHER PHYSICS 

 ADVANCED HIGHER  ADVANCED HIGHER 

Logical and accessible content 
with graphics and illustrations 
to support learning. Topics are 
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TECHNICAL
 

 DESIGN AND 
MANUFACTURE 

Scott Atkins

Up-to-date with the latest 
SQA course changes. Develops 
key skills to design and 
manufacture products with 
free online support.

ISBN: 978-1-906736-80-4; 96pp

RRP: £12.99

 GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION 
COURSE BOOK 

Peter Linton and 
Scott Hunter

Our bestselling course book written by highly 
respected Graphic Communication authors. 
Features dozens of exam prep questions, 
bespoke supporting worksheets and advice. 

ISBN: 978-1-906736-92-7; 224pp

RRP: £18.99

 

 ENGINEERING 
SCIENCE 

Paul MacBeath

Up-to-date with the latest 2017 
SQA course changes and the 
only study guide available for 
the National 5 Engineering 
Science course. 

ISBN: 978-1-906736-69-9; 96pp

RRP: £12.99
 

 PRACTICAL 
WOODWORKING NEW

David Horne

Only revision book available 
for National 5 Practical 
Woodworking. Develops 
woodworking technique 
skills as well as creative and 
problem-solving skills.

ISBN: 978-1-906736-81-1; 96pp

Publishing: 15th August 2018

RRP: £12.99

 DESIGN AND N5
MANUFACTURE 

SQA course changes. Develops 

 GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION 
COURSE BOOK

 GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION 
COURSE BOOK

 GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION  GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION 

 ENGINEERING 
SCIENCE 

N5

Up-to-date with the latest 2017 

 PRACTICAL 
WOODWORKING 

N5
WOODWORKING NEW

Check out the award-winning 
BrightRED Digital Zone 
for a world of FREE tests, 
games, links and more at 
www.brightredbooks.net!
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LITERACY AND LEARNING

 LEARN TO LEARN
Shona Cochrane

Essential companion to secondary 
education preparing students for 
learning and revision. 

ISBN: 978-1-906736-68-2; 96pp

RRP: £10.99

 LEARN TO WRITE 
Dr Christopher Nicol

A must-have, cross-curricular title for 
students of all subjects wishing to 
improve their writing skills. Offers 
guidance on spelling, sentence 
structure, developing vocabulary and 
much more. 

ISBN: 978-1-906736-74-3; 96pp 

RRP: £10.99
 

 LEARN TO LEARN
Shona Cochrane

 LEARN TO LEARNCfE CCffE E 

 LEARN TO WRITE 
Dr Christopher Nicol

 LEARN TO WRITE CfE CCffE E 

Keep up to date with our 
News and Events

Check out our Latest Offers and News at 
https://www.brightredpublishing.co.uk/
latest-offers-and-news

Want to receive Bright Red E-news? 
Sign up via:

 our website contact form

 email us at info@brightredpublishing.co.uk

 or phone us on 0131 220 5804

Sign up to our Newsletter
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1 Torphichen Street, Edinburgh, EH3 8HX
Tel: 0131 220 5804   Fax: 0131 220 6710 
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BE BRIGHT BE READY

 Twitter @_BrightRed

 Facebook @BrightRedBooks

 Instagram @bright_red_publishing
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