INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION TO ADVANCED HIGHER READING

Reading at Advanced Higher level is more complicated than Higher. The passages are longer and

more journalistic in style. It is now not enough just to understand the meaning of the passage,
you will also have to consider what the writer intends to convey to the reader and what
techniques they use to develop their argument.

pon'T FORGET )

1 You must read the passage
carefully before attempting
to answer the questions.
You may know a lot about a
particular topic but you must
avoid answering questions
from your own general
knowledge. You must always
refer to the passage and
what the writer is saying.

poN'T FORGET )

‘ As you develop your
reading skills at this level,

be sure to keep a note of
the kind of techniques a
writer uses to lend weight
to a particular argument.

~

GETTING STARTED

We are going to look at an extract from a text on gender equality to demonstrate what
is expected of you at this level.

You may have already touched on this topic in Higher, but we will now look at it in
more depth.

Example:

Read the introductory paragraph to this article on the difference between
male and female performance in school and university exams.

Les filles réussissent mieux que les garcons a I’école en général.

A Toccasion de la journée internationale de la femme, les experts de I’ Institut
nationale de la statistique et des études économiques en France, constatent que

“les filles réussissent mieux leur scolarité que les garcons”.

Ainsi, le taux de réussite au baccalauréat est d’environ 93 % pour les filles et
de seulement 90,8 % pour les garcons. De la méme fagon, 38,1 % des femmes
agées de 25 a 54 ans seraient diplomées du supérieur alors que, chez les
hommes, ce chiffre ne serait que de 32 %.

Now answer the following questions in English.

The headline claims that in general females outperform males in exams.

1 What information does the writer give to support the argument that girls
perform better at school than boys?

2 What information are we given about university qualifications?

3 The writer quotes a number of statistics. Why do you think this is the case?

Let us look at the answers to these questions.

Questions 1 and 2 are fairly straightforward. They are simply testing that you have understood the
content of the paragraph.

1 Inparagraph 1 of the article, the writer states that the number of girls who pass the
baccalauréat is about 92%, but the number of boys who pass is only 90.8%.

2 The article goes on to say that 38.1% of women aged between 25 and 54 gain university

qualifications whereas the number of men gaining similar qualifications is only 32%.

Question 3 is more demanding. You are being asked to say why the writer has chosen to quote
statistics. In other words, what do these add to the text?

If you look at the answer below, you will see that quoting statistics lends weight and credibility to
the writer’s argument. This is one technique that a writer may use to persuade you of a particular
point of view.

3 The writer quotes these statistics to lend weight to the argument that females

outperform males when it comes to performance in exams, both at school and at university.

In question 1, the figures suggest that girls do better than boys at school, and in question 2, the
figures again indicate that females outperform males in exams.

Therefore, we can conclude that the assertion in the headline is correct.
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Now read the second paragraph.

La Bretagne se distingue
Toutefois ce n’est pas le cas dans toutes les régions francaises.

« En Bretagne, et dans les Pays de la Loire, les écarts de réussite scolaive entre
filles et garcons sont plus faibles qu’en moyenne ».

Parmi les autres régions, la Corse se distingue mais dans le mauvais sens.
Cette fois-ci puisque les différences de réussite scolaire entre les filles et les
garcons y sont plus importantes. Pourtant, ¢’est une des régions ou le taux
de réussite au baccalauréat est le plus élevé pour les garcons et la Corse

est méme la région de France ou le taux de réussite au bac des filles est le
meilleur de France.

1 The results in Brittany, the Loire Valley and Corsica are different from other
areas in France. Give details.

2 In what way does the information in this paragraph contradict the information
in paragraph 17

3 Now re-read the first two paragraphs of this article.
Does the writer agree that there is gender inequality in school results?
Give a reason for your answer.

Let us look at the answers to these questions.

Question 1 is simply testing that you have understood the content of the paragraph and that you can

pick out the relevant details.

1 There isless of a difference in performance between boys and girls in these areas compared
to the rest of France.

In Corsica the opposite is true. Boys do better in the baccalauréat than girls, but girls do

better in Corsica than girls in the rest of France.
Question 2 is more complex. It is asking you compare the content of both paragraphs and say
why the information is contradictory. In other words, the writer’s point of view has changed in this
paragraph and they present a different argument.
2 The information in paragraph 1 suggests that girls outperform boys, but this is not always

the case. In certain areas of France, there is less of a difference in performance between

boys and girls. Boys also do better than girls in Corsica. Therefore, the information in

paragraph 2 contradicts the information in paragraph 1. L
Question 3 is asking you to consider the content of both paragraphs and decide what the writer’s
attitude to gender equality is. You have to decide if the writer is agreeing that there is gender ONLINE

Y
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equality or not. If they present both sides of the argument then it can be said they present a

balanced point of view. They have not adopted a stance one way or another. el
grammar revision,
check out the link at

www.brightredbooks.net

3 The writer presents the argument from both sides. On the one hand, they seem to support
the headline in paragraph 1. However, in paragraph 2, they present facts to disprove the
headline. Therefore, they are presenting a balanced argument in the first two paragraphs of
this article.

‘..) THINGS TO DO AND THINK ABOUT

At Advanced Higher level, it is sometimes difficult to translate sentences into good
English. Try translating these two sentences from the text.

«...38,1% des femmes dgées de 25 a 54 ans seraient diplomées du supérieur alors que, chez les
hommes, ce chiffre ne serait que de 32 % ».

«... les différences de réussite scolaire entre les filles et les garcons y sont plus importantes.»

Remember that it is really important to have a sound knowledge of verb tenses. You can
revise the main tenses by referring to pages 72-83 of this guide.
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THE PORTFOLIO

PLANNING YOUR PORTFOLIO

ONLINE )

———

You can find more
information about the
portfolio and how it is
marked on the SQA website.

pon'T ForaeT )

If there are several pupils

in the class, it is probably
easier if you all choose to
study the same book or film.
That way you can share
ideas and help each other.

pon'T ForGeT )

Reading a book or watching
a film without subtitles in a
foreign language is not an
easy task. To get started,
you may find it useful to
read a brief summary of
the book, or a synopsis of
the film, in French so that
you get the gist of what it
is about. This will help you
before you start to tackle
the book or watch the film,
as you will have an idea of
what to expect.

pon'T FORGET )

Remember that this part

of the course will also

help develop your reading
and listening skills and
knowledge of the language.

OVERVIEW OF THE PORTFOLIO

You will be required to submit a portfolio in advance of sitting the written exam papers
in May. The deadline for the submission of the portfolio is normally towards the end of
April, so you should aim to have completed it by the Easter holidays.

The portfolio consists of a 1200-1500-word critical analysis, in English, of a piece of
French literature or film you have studied in the course of your Advanced Higher year.

You can choose to do a ‘Language in Work’ option instead of reading a book or watching
a film, but this is not a common choice.

Your teacher will be able to provide you with more information on what choices are
available to you.

Your essay should contain relevant quotes, in French, to back up the points you are
making. These quotes are not included in the final word count.

The portfolio is worth 30 marks and will be marked by SQA. The mark you achieve will be
added to the mark you gain in the written exam papers and in the talking performance.

GETTING STARTED

This is probably the first time that you have been asked to read a book in French
or watch a French film without English subtitles. It is a daunting task and you may
be wondering where on earth to start, but your teacher will guide and support you
throughout the process.

You may even be lucky enough to have some time timetabled with your teacher which
you devote solely to preparation for the portfolio.

Your teacher may suggest various books you can read or films you can watch and you
can then choose which one appeals to you most.

It is impossible to talk you through every single book or film you may have chosen
to study in this guide. Instead, we will draw on examples of books and films which are
popular choices.

Don’t worry if the book or film is not one which you are studying. The process of tackling
the portfolio applies to any book or film.

Once you have chosen whether you are going to study a book or film, it is important that
you start preparing as soon as you can. If you are reading a book, your teacher may ask
you to prepare certain sections every week. You should ensure that you summarise the
key points of each chapter or scene as you read or watch them. This will help you find key
passages or scenes more easily when you come to write your portfolio essay.

PLANNING FOR THE PORTFOLIO

Focus

Once you have read the book or watched the film, you must decide on which aspect of
the book or film you intend to focus. You do not need to choose the same focus as others
in the class. Popular choices include things like:

e Character development
e The role of secondary characters
e Development of the plot

e Treatment of particular themes
e Symbolism
e Techniques
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Once you have identified an area on which you wish to focus, you need to think about a
suitable essay title.

Choosing an essay title

Remember that you are being asked to write a critical analysis of the book or film and
this must be reflected in your essay title.

It is extremely important that your essay title allows for some measure of argument and
evaluation and the expression of your opinion.

Appropriate essay titles are likely to feature phrases such as “To what extent ...”,
“Examine critically ...”, “Discuss this point of view ...".

Resources

Once you have chosen your essay title, you will be required to identify resources which
will help you write the essay for your portfolio.

In order to do this, you will have to have to source some articles about the book or film.
At least one of these articles must be in French. This could be a critical analysis of the
book, in French, or it could be an article about the historical context of the book. You can
read as many other articles as you wish about the book in English.

Your teacher may have asked you to study two pieces of literature in French which treat
the same theme. In this case, the articles you source to carry out your research can be
in English.

If you have chosen to focus on a film, one of your sources must be a written source in
French. This could be the literary text on which the film is based or it could be a script
of the screenplay or a critical article about the film.

It all sounds very complicated but you will find examples to help you on page 40 of
this guide.

dh THINGS TO DO AND THINK ABOUT
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Start preparing for your portfolio as early as possible. Read the book or watch the film
as soon as you can.

Make sure you keep a summary of each chapter or scene.

List the main characters and note their characteristics and how they
develop in the course of the book or film.

Identify the main themes of the book or film and any symbols and
techniques used.

Highlight passages, scenes and quotes that you think might be
important to your chosen focus. It is important to keep a note of page
numbers or scenes which are relevant. That way, it will be much easier
to find important passages, quotes or scenes when you come to do
your final essay.

Keep a log of the work you have done. Ask your teacher to give you a
log book to enable you to do this. Your teacher will be able to find a
log book on the SQA Secure site.
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The portfolio essay should
not simply retell the story
of the book or film. You will
not achieve a high mark if
you choose to do that. It is
not worth taking the risk!




